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Town of Canton Annual Report 

Fiscal Year 2023-2024 
 

 

It is with much gratitude and respect that the Fiscal Year 2023-2024 Annual Report be dedicated 

to Henry Bahre in recognition of his considerable public service and contributions to the Canton 

community. 

 

Crafted and offered by Mark Bahre, Henry’s son 

                                                                                    Henry J. Bahre 
                                                              September 22, 1929 ­ September 2, 2024 

 

When you look around this small country town, it’s easy to see there’s been very few people more 

dedicated to Canton’s needs. A gentlemen’s businessman with a farmer’s tan and an inherited love 

for a vegetable stand. Old School – where the promised word and a handshake was the rule. Work 

boots kept close to the dress shoes and an open office door with no worthy cause ignored. People 

may come and go, but generations know he was one of Canton’s son; Yes, one of Canton’s sons! 

Hank Had a Hell of a Run!!! 

Some of what Henry leaves behind – Canton High School Graduate (1947), Suffield Academy 

Graduate, Connecticut National Guardsman, Canton Chamber of Commerce, well respected 

Farmington Valley Realtor, developer completing many projects to move the Town forward in a 

responsible way! 

Thanks, Henry for all you have done!! 
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LEGAL NOTICE 

TOWN OF CANTON, CONNECTICUT 

SPECIAL TOWN MEETING 

Wednesday, October 11, 2023 

 

Notice is hereby given to the electors of the Town of Canton and those qualified taxpayers lawfully entitled to 

vote in Canton Town Meetings pursuant to Section 7-6 of the Connecticut General Statutes that a Special Town 

Meeting will be commenced on Wednesday, October 11, 2023 at 7:00 PM in Room F at the Canton Public 

Library & Community Center, 40 Dyer Avenue, Canton, Connecticut, to consider and take action on the 

following questions: 

 

1. Shall the Town of Canton appropriate $275,871 from the Town’s undesignated fund balance for the 

purpose of funding account deficits in the fiscal year 2022/2023 general fund budget? 

2. Shall the Town of Canton appropriate $181,559 from the Town’s undesignated fund balance for the 

purpose of funding a deficit in the fiscal year 2022/2023 Emergency Medical Services Special Revenue 

Account. 

 

Dated at Canton, Connecticut this 3rd day of October, 2023 

 

Board of Selectmen 

 

Robert Bessel  

First Selectman 

 

 

RETURN OF NOTICE 

 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that on October 3, 2023, a copy of the foregoing warning and notice was left with Tracy 

Morrocco, Town Clerk.  

 

I FURTHUR CERTIFY that on October 4, 2023, a copy of said warning and notice was published in the 

Hartford Courant, a newspaper having a circulation in said Town. 

 

I FURTHER CERTIFY that on October 3, 2023, a copy of said warning and notice was posted on the Town’s 

website, and all other places designated by Charter.  

 

I FURTHER CERTIFY that all of the above acts were done at least five days before the holding of said meeting 

on October 11, 2023 

 

Robert Bessel 

First Selectman 

 

 

TOWN OF CANTON, CONNECTICUT 

SPECIAL TOWN MEETING 

Wednesday, October 11, 2023 

 

A Special Town Meeting of the Town of Canton was held on Wednesday, October 11, 2023, at 7:00 p.m. in the 

Canton Public Library and Community Center, 40 Dyer Avenue, Collinsville, CT. Melissa Zils, Moderator, 

called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. The Town Clerk, Tracy Morrocco, read the call of the meeting and the 

return of notice. 
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Robert Bessel moved that the meeting consider and take action on the following question:  

 

Shall the Town of Canton appropriate $275,871 from the Town’s undesignated fund balance for the 

purpose of funding account deficits in the fiscal year 2022/2023 general fund budget? 

 

Seconded by William Volovski. 

 

Chief Administrative Officer, Robert Skinner, explained that pursuant to the charter, if there are any deficits in 

any line items, we have to transfer funds into those line items to cover the deficits. Most years there are 

surpluses to cover, there were more line items with deficits instead of surpluses this year. When drafting the 

2022/2023 budget in the winter, we are working with the information we have at that time which get finalized in 

April. There has been significant inflation from January to June, the fuel costs alone increased 49%. Fuel & 

Utilities were overbudgeted by $100,000, Maintenance and repairs were overbudgeted by $77,000 and the 

utilities and maintenance at the Community Center cost were over by $38,000 to maintain the building.   

 

Comments from the public: None  

The motion vote passed unanimously with a voice vote 

 

Robert Bessel moved that the meeting consider and take action on the following question: 

Shall the Town of Canton appropriate $181,559 from the Town’s undesignated fund balance for the 

purpose of funding a deficit in the fiscal year 2022/2023 Emergency Medical Services Special Revenue 

Account. 

 

Seconded by William Volovski. 

 

Chief Administrative Officer, Robert Skinner, explained that the EMS Special Revenue Account collects both 

revenues and expenses then uses those revenues to pay the expenses. This is our ambulance account we receive 

patient billing and revenues from other places. Last year we collected $772,201 and had expenses of $953,738 

which leaves a deficit of $181,635 with a small reserve of $79 bringing the actual deficit to $181,559. There 

was inflation with fuel and maintenance. We were notified by the company that provides us services that the 

contracted services were increasing by 36%. With permission by Board of Selectmen, we put the contracted 

services out to bid, but the company was still much greater than what was budgeted. The total deficit for 

contracted services was $179,451. Cost went up considerably & we budgeted the full amount for the contracted 

services with a long-range contract going forward. 

 

Comments: Kevin Witkos - 15 Highledge Road  

 

The motion vote passed unanimously with a voice vote 

 

Robert Bessel made a motion to adjourn. Tim LeGeyt seconded.   

 

The meeting adjourned at 7:14 pm 

 

 

Tracy Morrocco, Town Clerk 

Received for record October 12, 2023 

 

 

LEGAL NOTICE 

TOWN OF CANTON, CONNECTICUT 

SPECIAL TOWN MEETING 

Wednesday, October 25, 2023 6



 

Notice is hereby given to the electors of the Town of Canton and those qualified taxpayers lawfully entitled to 

vote in Canton Town Meetings pursuant to Section 7-6 of the Connecticut General Statutes that a Special Town 

Meeting will be commenced on Wednesday, October 25, 2023 at 7:00 PM in Room F at the Canton Public 

Library & Community Center, 40 Dyer Avenue, Canton, Connecticut, to consider and take action on the 

following questions: 

 

1. Shall the Town of Canton accept the 2023 Small Town Economic Assistance Grant in the amount of 

$374,485 to partially fund Sewer Treatment Plant efficiency improvements? 

A copy of the 2023 Small Town Economic Assistance Grant completed application can be viewed on 

Town’s web site at www.townofcantonct.org. 

 

Dated at Canton, Connecticut this 17th day of October, 2023 

 

Board of Selectmen 

 

Robert Bessel  

First Selectman 

 

 

RETURN OF NOTICE 

 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that on October 16, 2023, a copy of the foregoing warning and notice was left with Tracy 

Morrocco, Town Clerk.  

 

I FURTHUR CERTIFY that on October 17, 2023, a copy of said warning and notice was published in the 

Hartford Courant, a newspaper having a circulation in said Town. 

 

I FURTHER CERTIFY that on October 16, 2023, a copy of said warning and notice was posted on the Town’s 

website, and all other places designated by Charter.  

 

I FURTHER CERTIFY that all of the above acts were done at least five days before the holding of said meeting 

on October 25, 2023. 

 

 

Robert Bessel 

First Selectman 

 

 

TOWN OF CANTON, CONNECTICUT 

SPECIAL TOWN MEETING 

Wednesday, October 25, 2023 

 

A Special Town Meeting of the Town of Canton was held on Wednesday, October 25, 2023, at 7:00 p.m. in the 

Canton Public Library and Community Center, 40 Dyer Avenue, Collinsville, CT. Nicholas Ouellette, 

Moderator, called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. The Town Clerk, Tracy Morrocco, read the call of the 

meeting and the return of notice. 

 

Robert Bessel moved that the meeting consider and take action on the following question: 

 

7

../../../../../DATA/Clerk/Website%20Stuff/Town%20Meetings%20&%20Public%20Hearing/Special%20Town%20Meetings/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/3AI1ISS9/www.townofcantonct.org


Shall the Town of Canton accept the 2023 Small Town Economic Assistance Grant in the amount of 

$374,485 to partially fund Sewer Treatment Plant efficiency improvements? 

 

Seconded by William Volovski. 

 

Chief Administrative Officer, Robert Skinner, explained in 2020 the town did an infiltration study of the Water 

Treatment Plants pipes and system. The result of the study showed 81% of the pipes and 31% of the manholes 

needed fixing. WPCA took on repairing the infiltration system that takes three phases to the project. The first 

phase is completed, second phase is aligning joints, pipes and fixing manhole covers costing $468,105. With the 

grant approval, $374,485 will be paid to help fund this project. If not approved, the cost will be paid by the 

users of the Treatment facility. 

 

 

Comments: Kevin Witkos - 15 Highledge Road  

 

The motion vote passed unanimously with a voice vote 

 

Robert Bessel made a motion to adjourn. William Volovski seconded.   

 

The meeting adjourned at 7:07 pm 

 

 

Tracy Morrocco, Town Clerk 

Received for record October 26, 2023 

 

 

TOWN OF CANTON 

WARNING AND NOTICE OF 

ELECTION– NOVEMBER 7, 2023 

 

The Electors of the Town of Canton, Connecticut are hereby warned to meet at their respective polling place in 

said town on Tuesday, November 7, 2023, for the following purposes: 

To cast their vote for the following offices: 

  1 First Selectman 

  2 Board of Selectman  

  3 Board of Finance  

  1 Board of Finance, two-year Vacancy Term 

  3 Board of Education  

  1 Board of Assessment Appeals  

 

Notice is hereby given that the location of the polling place is as follows: 

Canton High School, 76 Simonds Avenue, Canton, CT 06019 

   

Absentee Ballots will be counted on November 7, 2023, at Canton High School beginning at 10 a.m. 

Election Day Registration (EDR) will be counted on November 7, 2023 at Canton High School. 

 

Voting tabulators will be used. The polls will be opened at six o’clock in the morning (6:00 a.m.) and will 

remain open until eight o’clock in the evening (8:00 p.m.) 

Dated at Canton, Connecticut this 25th day of October, 2023. 

 

Tracy Morrocco 

Canton Town Clerk   
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LEGAL NOTICE 

TOWN OF CANTON, CONNECTICUT 

SPECIAL TOWN MEETING 

Wednesday, December 13, 2023 

 

Notice is hereby given to the electors of the Town of Canton and those qualified taxpayers lawfully entitled to 

vote in Canton Town Meetings pursuant to Section 7-6 of the Connecticut General Statutes that a Special Town 

Meeting will be commenced on Wednesday, December 13, 2023 at 7:00 PM in Room F at the Canton Public 

Library & Community Center, 40 Dyer Avenue, Canton, Connecticut, to consider and take action on the 

following question: 

 

1. Shall the Town of Canton accept a 2023 Community Activity Grant in the amount of $223,478 to fund a 

sidewalk on River Road which will go from the Farmington River Rail Trail to the front of the Canton 

Police Station and further fund pedestrian safety improvements to the intersection at Maple Avenue, 

High Street and Dyer Avenue? 

A copy of the 2023 Community Activity Grant completed application can be viewed on Town’s web site at 

www.townofcantonct.org. 

 

Dated at Canton, Connecticut this 5th day of December, 2023 

 

Board of Selectmen 

 

 

Kevin Witkos 

First Selectman 

 

 

RETURN OF NOTICE 

 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that on December 4, 2023, a copy of the foregoing warning and notice was left with 

Tracy Morrocco, Town Clerk.  

 

I FURTHUR CERTIFY that on December 6, 2023, a copy of said warning and notice was published in the 

Hartford Courant, a newspaper having a circulation in said Town. 

 

I FURTHER CERTIFY that on December 4, 2023, a copy of said warning and notice was posted on the Town’s 

website, and all other places designated by Charter.  

 

I FURTHER CERTIFY that all of the above acts were done at least five days before the holding of said meeting 

on December 13, 2023. 

 

 

Kevin Witkos 

First Selectman 

 

 

TOWN OF CANTON, CONNECTICUT 

SPECIAL TOWN MEETING 

Wednesday, December 13, 2023 
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A Special Town Meeting of the Town of Canton was held on Wednesday, December 13, 2023, at 7:00 p.m. in 

the Canton Public Library and Community Center, 40 Dyer Avenue, Collinsville, CT.  Nicholas Ouellette, 

Moderator, called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m.  The Town Clerk, Tracy Morrocco, read the call of the 

meeting and the return of notice. 

 

Kevin Witkos moved that the meeting consider and take action on the following question: 

Shall the Town of Canton accept a 2023 Community Activity Grant in the amount of $223,478 to fund a 

sidewalk on River Road which will go from the Farmington River Rail Trail to the front of the Canton 

Police Station and further fund pedestrian safety improvements to the intersection at Maple Avenue, High 

Street and Dyer Avenue? 

 

Seconded by Stephen Sedor.  

 

Chief Administrative Officer, Robert Skinner, explained this grant would fund the sidewalk that goes from the 

bike trail in front of the new Fire Station to the Police Station on River Road. When Planning and Zoning 

reviewed the new fire station plans, this trail was not planned for, but it is required. Part of this grant will cover 

the costs since it was not planned or budgeted for. The second part will fund a rapid beacon crosswalk at Dyer 

Avenue and Maple Avenue. The design work was already done pertaining to the fire station plans, there may be 

additional costs for the design & engineering costs pertaining to Dyer Avenue which was not in the original 

plans. 

 

Comments: None.  

 

The motion vote passed unanimously with a voice vote 

 

Kevin Witkos made a motion to adjourn. William Volovski seconded.   

 

The meeting adjourned at 7:06 pm 

 

 

Tracy Morrocco, Town Clerk 

Received for record December 14, 2023. 

 

 

LEGAL NOTICE 

TOWN OF CANTON, CONNECTICUT 

ANNUAL TOWN MEETING 

Wednesday, January 24, 2024 

 

Notice is hereby given to the electors of the Town of Canton and those qualified taxpayers lawfully entitled to 

vote in Canton Town Meetings pursuant to Section 7-6 of the Connecticut General Statutes that the Annual 

Town Meeting will be commenced on Wednesday, January 24, 2024 at 7:00 p.m. in Room F at the Canton 

Community Center, 40 Dyer Avenue, Canton, Connecticut, to: 

 

Accept the Annual Report pursuant to Charter Section 3.04 and to dedicate the Annual Report to former Town 

Clerk, Linda Smith for her commitment and services to the Town of Canton. 

 

In accordance with the Town Charter, no binding votes will be taken. 

 

Dated at Canton, Connecticut this 16th day of January 2024. 

 

Board of Selectmen 

Kevin Witkos, First Selectman 14



 

RETURN OF NOTICE 

 

 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that on January 12, 2024, a copy of the foregoing warning and notice was left with Tracy 

Morrocco, Town Clerk.  

 

I FURTHUR CERTIFY that on January 16, 2024, a copy of said warning and notice was published in the 

Hartford Courant, a newspaper having a circulation in said Town. 

 

I FURTHER CERTIFY that on January 12, 2024, a copy of said warning and notice was posted on the Town’s 

website, and all other places designated by Charter.  

 

I FURTHER CERTIFY that all of the above acts were done at least five days before the holding of said meeting 

on January 24, 2024. 

 

Kevin Witkos 

First Selectman 

 

 

TOWN OF CANTON, CONNECTICUT 

ANNUAL TOWN MEETING 

Wednesday, January 24, 2024 

 

A Special Town Meeting of the Town of Canton was held on Wednesday, January 24, 2024, at 7:00 p.m. in the 

Canton Public Library and Community Center, 40 Dyer Avenue, Collinsville, CT.  Melissa Zils, Moderator, 

called the meeting to order at 7:01 p.m. The Assistant Town Clerk, Christopher O’Herron, read the call of the 

meeting and the return of notice. 

 

Kevin Witkos moved that the meeting consider and take action on the following: 

 

Accept the Annual Report pursuant to Charter Section 3.04 and to dedicate the Annual Report to former Town 

Clerk, Linda Smith for her commitment and services to the Town of Canton. 

 

Kevin Witkos made a motion to adjourn. Willian Volovski seconded.   

 

The meeting adjourned at 7:17pm. 

 

Christopher O’Herron, Assistant Town Clerk 

 

 

LEGAL NOTICE 

TOWN OF CANTON, CONNECTICUT 

 

Notice is hereby given that a Presidential Preference Primary of the Republican and Democratic Parties will 

begin with early voting on March 26, 2024, through March 28, 2024, and March 30, 2024, with the primary 

being held on April 2, 2024, in each town. 

Notice is also hereby given that the following are the names of the candidates (including the category 

“Uncommitted”) which are to appear on the ballot at said primary in the manner and in the order in which such 

names and category are herein listed, under the office designation “Nomination for President of the United 

States”, together with the addresses of such candidates:  
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Dated at Hartford, Connecticut, this 1st Day of March, 2024. 
Stephanie Thomas 

Secretary of the State 

 

The foregoing is a copy of the notice that I have received from the Office of the Secretary of the State in 

accordance with Secs. 9-433 and 9-471 of the General Statutes.  As provided, such primary will begin with 

early voting on March 26, 2024, through March 28, 2024, and March 30, 2024, and the primary will be held on 

April 2, 2024.  The hours of voting during early voting and at said primary and the location of the polls will be 

as follows:  

 

Hours of Voting:   

March 26, 2024- 10:00a.m. to 6:00p.m.   

March 27, 2024-10:00a.m. to 6:00p.m. 

March 28, 2024- 10:00a.m. to 6:00p.m. 

March 30, 2024- 10:00a.m. to 6:00p.m. 

Primary Day- 6:00 a.m. to 8:00 p.m. 

 

Location of Polling Place  Voting District 

Canton Community Center   1 

Park & Rec Room 

40 Dyer Avenue  

Canton, CT 06019 

Dated at Canton, Connecticut, this 4th day of March, 2024. 

 

Tracy Morrocco, Town Clerk 

Town of Canton 

 

 

Democrats  

Name and Address: 

 

Marianne Williamson, Washington, D.C. 

Dean Phillips, Excelsior, MN. 

Cenk Uygur, Los Angeles, CA.  

Joe Biden, Philadelphia, PA. 

Uncommitted  

 

Republicans 

Name and Address:  

 

Ron DeSantis, Tallahassee, FL. 

Nikki Haley, Daniel Island, SC. 

Donald J. Trump, Arlington, VA. 

Ryan Binkley, McKinney, TX. 

Uncommitted  
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LEGAL NOTICE 

TOWN OF CANTON, CONNECTICUT 

SPECIAL TOWN MEETING 

Thursday, April 18, 2024 

 

 

Notice is hereby given to the electors of the Town of Canton and those qualified taxpayers lawfully entitled to 

vote in Canton Town Meetings pursuant to Section 7-6 of the Connecticut General Statutes that a Special Town 

Meeting will be commenced on Thursday, April 18, 2024 at 7:00 PM in Room F at the Canton Public Library & 

Community Center, 40 Dyer Avenue, Canton, Connecticut, to consider and take action on the following 

questions: 

 

1. Shall the Town of Canton approve a four year phase-in of the 2023 revaluation, which will be conducted 

in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 203 Section 12-62c Subsection (b) (1) of the Connecticut 

General Statutes. The assessment of each parcel of real property for the 2022 assessment shall be 

subtracted from the 2023 assessment of each such parcel, and the annual amount of incremental 

assessment increase for each such parcel shall be the total of such subtraction divided by four. The 

Board of Finance shall include the effects of the phase-in in the calculation of the mill rate. 

 

Dated at Canton, Connecticut this 9th day of April, 2024 

 

Board of Selectmen 

 

Kevin Witkos 

First Selectman 

 

 

RETURN OF NOTICE 

 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that on April 9, 2024, a copy of the foregoing warning and notice was left with Tracy 

Morrocco, Town Clerk.  

 

I FURTHUR CERTIFY that on April 11, 2024, a copy of said warning and notice was published in the Hartford 

Courant, a newspaper having a circulation in said Town. 

 

I FURTHER CERTIFY that on April 9, 2024, a copy of said warning and notice was posted on the Town’s 

website, and all other places designated by Charter.  

 

I FURTHER CERTIFY that all of the above acts were done at least five days before the holding of said meeting 

on April 18, 2024. 

 

 

Kevin Witkos 

First Selectman 

 

 

TOWN OF CANTON, CONNECTICUT  

SPECIAL TOWN MEETING  

Thursday, April 18, 2024 

 

A Special Town Meeting of the Town of Canton was held on Thursday, April 18, 2024, at 7:03 p.m. in the 

Canton Public Library and Community Center, 40 Dyer Avenue, Collinsville, CT. Nicholas Ouellette, 23



Moderator, called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. The Assistant Town Clerk, Chris O’Herron, read the call of 

the meeting and the return of notice. 

 

1. Kevin Witkos moved that the meeting consider and take action on the following question: 

 

 

“Shall the Town of Canton approve a four-year phase-in of the 2023 revaluation, which will be 

conducted in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 203 Section 12-62c Subsection (b) (1) of the 

Connecticut General Statutes. The assessment of each parcel of real property for the 2022 assessment 

shall be subtracted from the 2023 assessment of each such parcel, and the annual amount of incremental 

assessment increase for each such parcel shall be the total of such subtraction divided by four. The 

Board of Finance shall include the effects of the phase-in in the calculation of the mill rate.” 

 

Seconded by Elizabeth Corkum Winsor 

 

 

Discussion: First Selectman Kevin Witkos gives presentation (see attached Item A). 

 

Comments: 

 

Peter Gensheimer 79 Bart Drive 

Kevin Bradley  4 Eastview Drive 

Michael Vogel  580 Cherry Brook Road 

Doug Boelter  239 Wright Road 

Loretta Fiora  801 Timber Lane 

Brian Demski  38 Gildersleeve Avenue 

Sarah Faulkner 25 Dyer Avenue 

Tim Wilson  16 East Mountain Road 

Susanne Russell 36 Hanson Road  

Mary Ann Mahony  25 Thayer Avenue 

Mike Gotaski  236 Barbourtown Road 

Anne Hunter  37 Andrew Drive 

Jonathan Glasson 23 West Simsbury Road 

Jason Wiedrich 109 Bunker Hill Road 

Tom Blatchley  39 Bart Drive 

Peg Berry  115 Robin Drive 

Tina Delano  9 Ridge Drive 

Greg McMahon 21 Bridle Path 

Stephen Kocis  5 The Green 

Richard Barlow 321 Cherry Brook Road 

 

Richard Barlow made a motion to call the question. Motion was seconded. Moderator Nicholas Ouellette 

rereads the question as follows: 

 

“Shall the Town of Canton approve a four-year phase-in of the 2023 revaluation, which will be conducted 

in accordance with the provisions of Chapter 203 Section 12-62c Subsection (b) (1) of the Connecticut 

General Statutes. The assessment of each parcel of real property for the 2022 assessment shall be 

subtracted from the 2023 assessment of each such parcel, and the annual amount of incremental 

assessment increase for each such parcel shall be the total of such subtraction divided by four. The Board 

of Finance shall include the effects of the phase-in in the calculation of the mill rate.”  

 

The motion vote was: 

YES – 94 

NO – 62 24



 

The motion passes. 

 

With there being no further business before the Special Town Meeting, First Selectmen, Kevin Witkos made a 

motion to adjourn. Ken Humphrey seconded. Meeting adjourned at 8:22 pm.  

 

 

Tracy Morrocco, Town Clerk 

Received for record, April 22, 2024. 
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Legal Notice 

Town of Canton Budget Referendum 

May 7, 2024 

Pursuant to Article X of the Canton Town Charter, a Town Budget Referendum will be held on Monday, May 

7, 2024 from 6am-8pm at the Canton Community Center, 40 Dyer Ave, for all electors and those qualified to 

vote in Town Meetings in the Town of Canton. 

The Electors of the Town of Canton and any citizen of the United States of the age of eighteen years or more 

who, jointly or severally, is liable to the Town of Canton for taxes assessed against them on an assessment of 

not less than $1,000 on the last completed grand list of the Town is hereby warned to meet at 40 Dyer Avenue, 

Canton, CT on Tuesday, May 7, 2024 to cast their vote on the following question: 

"SHALL THE BOARD OF FINANCE'S RECOMMENDED BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 2024/2025 IN 

THE AMOUNT OF $49,353,274 BE APPROVED?" 

Voting machines will be used. The polls will be opened at 6am and will remain open until 8pm. 

A summary of the recommended annual budget is available for public inspection at the office of the Town 

Clerk, the Canton Public Library, and at www.townofcantonct.org . 

 

 

Katie Kenney  

Chair, Board of Finance 

 

RETURN OF NOTICE 
 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that on April 30, 2024, a copy of the foregoing warning and notice was left with Tracy Morrocco, 

Town Clerk.  

 

I FURTHUR CERTIFY that on May 1, 2024, a copy of said warning and notice was published in the Hartford Courant, a 

newspaper having a circulation in said Town. 

 

I FURTHER CERTIFY that on May 1, 2024, a copy of said warning and notice was posted on the Town’s website, and all 

other places designated by Charter.  

 

I FURTHER CERTIFY that all of the above acts were done at least five days before the holding of said meeting on May 

7, 2024. 

 

 
Kevin Witkos 

First Selectman 

 

BUDGET REFERENDUM RESULTS 

Canton Community Center 

May 7, 2024 

 

Pursuant to Article X of the Canton Town Charter, a Town Budget Referendum was held on Monday, May 7, 

2024 from 6am-8pm at the Canton Community Center, 40 Dyer Ave, for all electors and those qualified to 

vote in Town Meetings in the Town of Canton. 

The Electors of the Town of Canton and any citizen of the United States of the age of eighteen years or more 

who, jointly or severally, is liable to the Town of Canton for taxes assessed against them on an assessment of 

not less than $1,000 on the last completed grand list of the Town is hereby warned to meet at 40 Dyer Avenue, 

Canton, CT on Tuesday, May 7, 2024 to cast their vote on the following question: 

"SHALL THE BOARD OF FINANCE'S RECOMMENDED BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 2024/2025 IN 

THE AMOUNT OF $49,353,274 BE APPROVED?" 

 

 

YES - 689 

 

NO - 944 
 

The Budget FAILED 

 

A total of 1,633 of 7,924 eligible voters cast ballots for a projected total turnout of 21 % of votes cast 
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Revised Legal Notice 

Town of Canton Budget Referendum 

June 4, 2024 

Pursuant to Article X of the Canton Town Charter, a Town Budget Referendum will be held on Tuesday, 

June 4, 2024 from 6am-8pm at the Canton Community Center, 40 Dyer Ave, for all electors and those 

qualified to vote in Town Meetings in the Town of Canton. 

The Electors of the Town of Canton and any citizen of the United States of the age of eighteen years or more 

who, jointly or severally, is liable to the Town of Canton for taxes assessed against them on an assessment of 

not less than $1,000 on the last completed grand list of the Town is hereby warned to meet at 40 Dyer Avenue, 

Canton, CT on Tuesday, June 4, 2024 to cast their vote on the following question: 

"SHALL THE BOARD OF FINANCE'S RECOMMENDED BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 2024/2025 IN 

THE AMOUNT OF $48,611,347 BE APPROVED?" 

Voting machines will be used. The polls will be opened at 6am and will remain open until 8pm. 

A summary of the recommended annual budget is available for public inspection at the office of the Town 

Clerk, the Canton Public Library, and at www.townofcantonct.org . 

 

Katie Kenney  

Chair, Board of Finance 

 

RETURN OF NOTICE 
 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that on May 28, 2024, a copy of the foregoing warning and notice was left with Tracy Morrocco, 

Town Clerk.  

 

I FURTHUR CERTIFY that on May 29, 2024, a copy of said warning and notice was published in the Hartford Courant, a 

newspaper having a circulation in said Town. 

 

I FURTHER CERTIFY that on May 29, 2024, a copy of said warning and notice was posted on the Town’s website, and 

all other places designated by Charter.  

 

I FURTHER CERTIFY that all of the above acts were done at least five days before the holding of said meeting on June 

4, 2024. 

 

 
Kevin Witkos 

First Selectman 

 

 

BUDGET REFERENDUM RESULTS 

Canton Community Center 

June 4, 2024 

Pursuant to Article X of the Canton Town Charter, a Town Budget Referendum was held on Tuesday, June 4, 

2024 from 6am-8pm at the Canton Community Center, 40 Dyer Ave, for all electors and those qualified to 

vote in Town Meetings in the Town of Canton. 

The Electors of the Town of Canton and any citizen of the United States of the age of eighteen years or more 

who, jointly or severally, is liable to the Town of Canton for taxes assessed against them on an assessment of 

not less than $1,000 on the last completed grand list of the Town is hereby warned to meet at 40 Dyer Avenue, 

Canton, CT on Tuesday, June 4, 2024 to cast their vote on the following question: 

"SHALL THE BOARD OF FINANCE'S RECOMMENDED BUDGET FOR FISCAL YEAR 2024/2025 IN 

THE AMOUNT OF $48,611,347 BE APPROVED?" 

 

YES - 984 

 

NO – 824 

 

 
 

The Budget PASSED 

 

A total of 1,808 of 7,807 eligible voters cast ballots for a projected total turnout of 23.2 % of votes cast 

 
27

http://www.townofcantonct.org/


LEGAL NOTICE 

TOWN OF CANTON, CONNECTICUT 

SPECIAL TOWN MEETING 

Wednesday, June 12, 2024 

 

Notice is hereby given to the electors of the Town of Canton and those qualified taxpayers 

lawfully entitled to vote in Canton Town Meetings pursuant to Section 7-6 of the Connecticut 

General Statutes that a Special Town Meeting will be commenced on Wednesday, June 12, 2024 

at 7:00 PM in Room F located at the Canton Public Library & Community Center, 40 Dyer 

Avenue, Canton, Connecticut, to consider and take action on the following questions: 

 

1. Shall the Town of Canton approve submitting a Neighborhood Assistance Act grant 

application in the amount of $100,000 on behalf of New Horizons, Inc. for the purposes 

of funding energy efficient windows at the Cherry Brook Health Care Center? 

2. Shall the Town of Canton approve submitting a Neighborhood Assistance Act grant 

application in the amount of $33,733 on behalf of FOCUS Center for Autism, Inc. for the 

purpose of funding the installation of solar panels? 

3. Shall the Town of Canton approve submitting a Neighborhood Assistance Act grant 

application in the amount of $50,738 on behalf of The Children’s Museum, Inc. (dba as 

Roaring Brook Nature Center) for Energy Efficient Lighting Replacements and 

Upgrades. 

 

 

Copies of the Neighborhood Assistance Act applications can be located online at 

www.townofcantonct.org and in the office of the Town Clerk and at the Canton Public Library.  

 

Dated at Canton, Connecticut this 5th day of June, 2024 

 

Board of Selectmen 

 

Kevin Witkos 

First Selectman 

 

RETURN OF NOTICE 

 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that on June 4, 2024, a copy of the foregoing warning and notice was left 

with Tracy Morrocco, Town Clerk.  

 

I FURTHUR CERTIFY that on June 5, 2024, a copy of said warning and notice was published in 

the Hartford Courant, a newspaper having a circulation in said Town. 

 

I FURTHER CERTIFY that on June 5, 2024, a copy of said warning and notice was posted on 

the Town’s website, and all other places designated by Charter.  

 

I FURTHER CERTIFY that all of the above acts were done at least five days before the holding 

of said meeting on June 12, 2024. 

 

 

Kevin Witkos 

First Selectman 
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TOWN OF CANTON, CONNECTICUT 

SPECIAL TOWN MEETING 

Wednesday, June 12, 2024 

 

A Special Town Meeting of the Town of Canton was held on Wednesday, June 12, 2024, at 7:00 

p.m. in the Canton Public Library and Community Center, 40 Dyer Avenue, Collinsville, CT.  

Nicholas Ouellette, Moderator, called the meeting to order at 7:00p.m.  The Town Clerk, Tracy 

Morrocco, read the call of the meeting and the return of notice. 

 

Stephen Sedor moved that the meeting consider and take action on the following 

question: 

4. Shall the Town of Canton approve submitting a Neighborhood Assistance Act grant 

application in the amount of $100,000 on behalf of New Horizons, Inc. for the purposes 

of funding energy efficient windows at the Cherry Brook Health Care Center? 

Seconded by William Volvoski  

 

Chief Administrative Officer, Robert Skinner, explained this is a simple administrative 

procedure. The Neighborhood Assistance Act program allows Non profit organizations to apply 

through the town to the Department of Revenue Services for a special program to be able to take 

donations from Corporations. If approved, it will go to DRS for review. 

 

Comments: None 

 

The motion vote passed unanimously with a voice vote 

 

Stephen Sedor moved that the meeting consider and take action on the following 

questions:  

5. Shall the Town of Canton approve submitting a Neighborhood Assistance Act grant 

application in the amount of $33,733 on behalf of FOCUS Center for Autism, Inc. for the 

purpose of funding the installation of solar panels? 

6. Shall the Town of Canton approve submitting a Neighborhood Assistance Act grant 

application in the amount of $50,738 on behalf of The Children’s Museum, Inc. (dba as 

Roaring Brook Nature Center) for Energy Efficient Lighting Replacements and 

Upgrades. 

Seconded by William Volvoski  

 

William Volvoski made a motion to adjourn. Stephen Sedor seconded.   

 

The meeting adjourned at 7:07 pm 

 

 

Tracy Morrocco, Town Clerk 

Received for record June 13, 2024. 
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TOWN OF CANTON, CONNECTICUT 

SPECIAL TOWN MEETING 
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Thursday, June 27, 2024 

 

Notice is hereby given to the electors of the Town of Canton and those qualified taxpayers 

lawfully entitled to vote in Canton Town Meetings pursuant to Section 7-6 of the Connecticut 

General Statutes that a Special Town Meeting will be commenced on Thursday, June 27, 2024 at 

7:00 PM in the Canton High School Auditorium located at 76 Simonds Avenue, Canton, 

Connecticut, to consider and take action on the following question: 

 

1. Shall the Town of Canton seek funding to complete a feasibility study and cost estimate 

for repurposing the existing Collinsville Fire Station, located at 51 River Road, as a 

storage facility.  

 

Dated at Canton, Connecticut this 17th day of June, 2024 

 

 

Kevin Witkos 

First Selectman 

 

 

RETURN OF NOTICE 

 

 

I HEREBY CERTIFY that on June 20, 2024, a copy of the foregoing warning and notice was left 

with Tracy Morrocco, Town Clerk.  

 

I FURTHUR CERTIFY that on June 20, 2024, a copy of said warning and notice was published 

in the Hartford Courant, a newspaper having a circulation in said Town. 

 

I FURTHER CERTIFY that on June 20, 2024, a copy of said warning and notice was posted on 

the Town’s website, and all other places designated by Charter.  

 

I FURTHER CERTIFY that all of the above acts were done at least five days before the holding 

of said meeting on June 27, 2024. 

 

 

Kevin Witkos 

First Selectman 

 

 

TOWN OF CANTON, CONNECTICUT 

SPECIAL TOWN MEETING 

Thursday, June 27th, 2024 

 

A Special Town Meeting of the Town of Canton was held on Thursday, June 27, 2024, at 7:00 

p.m. in the Canton Public Library and Community Center, 40 Dyer Avenue, Collinsville, CT.  

Melissa Zils, Moderator, called the meeting to order at 7:04 p.m.  The Town Clerk, Tracy 

Morrocco, read the call of the meeting and the return of notice. 

 

1. Kevin Witkos moved that the meeting consider and take action on the following question:  
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“Shall the Town of Canton seek funding to complete a feasibility study and cost estimate 

for repurposing the existing Collinsville Fire Station, located at 51 River Road, as a 

storage facility.” 

 

 Seconded by Kevin Bradley 

 

Discussion: 

 

Chief Administrative Officer, Robert Skinner, gave a description and background on the 

Collinsville Fire Station Building. Mr. Skinner introduced Lorri DiBattisto from DiBattisto 

Associates LLC, an Engineering firm out of East Granby. She explained briefly the process of 

what to expect with a study being conducted. 

 

Comments: 

 

Kevin Bradley  4 Eastview Drive 

Lisa Franklin  22 Dyer Avenue 

Joseph Casioppo 18 Dyer Avenue 

John Pech  264 Barbourtown Road 

Kevin Szydlo  10 Dyer Avenue 

Sarah Faulkner  25 Dyer Avenue 

Beth Lingenheld 98 Morgan Road 

Richard Barlow 321 Cherry Brook Road 

Bob Donovan  3 Noja Trail  

Daniel Barnhart 6 Allen Place 

 

Richard Barlow made a motion to call the question. Moderator Melissa Zils made a motion to 

vote by ballot. The motion vote was:  

 

YES – 37 

NO  – 52  

 

The motion FAILED. With there being no further business before the Special Town Meeting, 

Cynthia Zdanzukas made a motion to adjourn. Johnathan Gotaski seconded. Meeting adjourned 

at 8:12pm.  

 

 

Tracy Morrocco, Town Clerk 
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BOARD OF SELECTMEN 
                                                                Kevin Witkos, First Selectman 

Elizabeth Corkum Winsor Timothy LeGeyt 
William Volovski  Stephen Sedor  

                                                     BOARD OF FINANCE  
                                                              Katie Kenney, Chairman 

Kenneth Humphrey Peggy Berry 
Thomas Blatchley  Sarah Faulkner 
Brian Miller 

                                                     BOARD OF EDUCATION 
                                                                  Lou Daniels, Chairman 

Kim Sullivan Erika Hayes 
Russell Bush Ryan O’Donnell 
Felicia Jordan Peggy Steinway 
Cindy Moeller Joe Scheideler 

GENERAL GOVERNMENT 

Chief Administrative Officer Robert Skinner 
Chief of Police/Director of Emergency Management   Christopher Arciero 
Finance Officer/Treasurer Nathan Amos 
Tax Collector Jodie Enriquez 
Assessor Della Froment 
Town Clerk Tracy Morrocco 
Project Administrator Glenn Cusano 
Director or Planning and Community Development   Neil Pade 
Director of Public Works Robert Martin 
Library Director Sarah McCusker 
Parks and Recreation Director Taryn Schrager 
Building Official Rand Stanley 
Fire Marshal Timothy Tharau 
Senior/Social Services Director  Tonoa Jackson 

                                                                       EDUCATION 
Superintendent of Schools Jordan Grossman 
Business Manager   Anna Robbins 

33



 

Town of Canton Annual Report  
Fiscal Year 2023-2024 

AUDITOR’S REPORT 

34



TOWN OF CANTON, CONNECTICUT
Schedule of Revenues and Other Financing Sources

Budget and Actual - Budgetary Basis - General Fund

For the Year Ended June 30, 2024

Page  of 

Actual

Budgetary
Original Amended Basis Variance

Property Taxes

Current Year 40,596,704$   40,596,704$   40,246,639$   (350,065)$       
Prior Year 122,000          122,000          273,106          151,106          
Interest and Lien Fees 110,000          110,000          202,434          92,434            

Total Property Taxes 40,828,704     40,828,704     40,722,179     (106,525)         

Intergovernmental

Town Aid Road 254,437          254,437          254,118           (319)
Education Cost Sharing 3,797,700       3,797,700       3,825,069       27,369            
State PILOT - Disabled  725  725  765  40
State PILOT - Veterans 2,106              2,106              1,698               (408)
State PILOT - State Property 9,325              9,325              12,311            2,986              
State PILOT - Manufacturing 7,994              7,994              7,994               -
Housing Authority 11,452            11,452            36,616            25,164            
Motor Vehicle Property Tax Grant 167,558          167,558          167,558           -
Municipal Revenue Sharing Grant 200,000          200,000          256,191          56,191            
Other Grants - - 12,910            12,910            

Total Intergovernmental 4,451,297       4,451,297       4,575,230       123,933          

Charges for Services

Telecommunication Tax 20,000            20,000            31,672            11,672            
BOE Tuition Fees 315,000          315,000          392,595          77,595            
Hunting and Fishing Licenses  100  100  59  (41)
Town Clerk Miscellaneous Permits and Licenses 10,000            10,000            11,620            1,620              
Dog Licenses 1,300              1,300              1,319               19
Town Clerk Conveyance Tax 255,000          255,000          272,303          17,303            
Tax and Town Clerk Printing Services 12,000            12,000            7,280              (4,720)             
Private Duty - Fire/EMS Services  -  -  934  934
Fire Marshal Permits and Fire Reports  600  600  190  (410)
Building Licenses and Permits 350,000          350,000          352,504          2,504              
Land Use Licenses and Permits 2,600              2,600              3,750              1,150              
Land Use Printing and Duplicating Services  50  50  87  37
Zoning Licenses and Permits 2,400              2,400              4,619              2,219              
Zoning Applications 6,000              6,000              9,048              3,048              
Aquifer Protection Applications  300  300 1,500              1,200              
Planning Applications  400  400 1,000               600
ZBA Appeal Fee  200  200  450  250
Inland Wetlands 1,500              1,500              1,600               100
BOE Miscellaneous Revenue 10,000            10,000            12,522            2,522              
Bad Check Fees  250  250  160  (90)
Police Printing and Duplicating Services 1,000              1,000              1,020               20
Private Duty - Administration 125,000          125,000          394,723          269,723          
Police Gun Permits 5,500              5,500              2,660              (2,840)             
Police Raffle Tickets  100  100  25  (75)
Alarm Registration Fees  300  300  75  (225)

Budgeted Amounts

See accountant's report.
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TOWN OF CANTON, CONNECTICUT
Schedule of Revenues and Other Financing Sources

Budget and Actual - Budgetary Basis - General Fund

For the Year Ended June 30, 2024

Page 2 of 

Actual

Budgetary
Original Amended Basis Variance

Budgeted Amounts

Charges for Services (Continued)

Vendor Permits 1,180$            1,180$            846$               (334)$              
Traffic Fines 3,000              3,000              7,831              4,831              
Police Miscellaneous  -  - 2,444              2,444              
Dog License/Shelter Fee 11,000            11,000            9,831              (1,169)             
Dog Adoption Fee  -  -  -  -
Insurance Rebates 14,000            14,000            11,501            (2,499)             
Rental Town Property 7,000              7,000              6,520               (480)
AT&T Tower Rental 31,342            31,342            25,035            (6,307)             
BOS Miscellaneous Revenue 3,000              3,000              19,238            16,238            
Dial-a-ride Tickets 4,400              4,400              3,275              (1,125)             
Swimming Pool Fees 32,000            32,000            33,152            1,152              
Pool Daily Attendance Fee 8,500              8,500              11,580            3,080              
Library Printing and Duplicating Services 1,200              1,200              2,213              1,013              
Library Income - - 109 109 

Total Charges for Services 1,236,222       1,236,222       1,637,290       401,068          

Investment Income 231,711          231,711          446,949          215,238          

Total Revenues 46,747,934     46,747,934     47,381,648     633,714          

Other Financing Sources
Appropriation of Fund Balance - 677,694 - (677,694) 

Total Other Financing Sources - 677,694 - (677,694) 

Total Revenues and Other Financing Sources 46,747,934$   47,425,628$   47,381,648$   (43,980)$         

See accountant's report.
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TOWN OF CANTON, CONNECTICUT
Schedule of Expenditures and Other Financing Uses

Budget and Actual - Budgetary Basis - General Fund

For the Year Ended June 30, 2024

Page  of 

Actual

Budgetary
Original Amended Basis Variance

General Government

Board of Selectmen 32,728$          32,021$          32,021$          -$  

Chief Administrator 262,950          279,475          279,475          - 

Election 33,390            32,669            32,669            - 

Probate Court 4,352              4,427              4,427              - 

Town Counsel 60,000            95,820            95,820            - 

Town Clerk 154,759          205,098          205,098          - 
Information Technologies 125,518          127,146          127,146          - 

Total General Government 673,697          776,656          776,656          - 

Finance

Board of Finance 75,050            74,535            74,535            - 

Finance 527,818          548,180          548,180          - 

Assessor 113,125          120,109          120,109          - 
Tax Collector 93,810            88,476            88,476            - 

Total Finance 809,803          831,300          831,300          - 

Public Safety

Police 2,510,287       2,639,560       2,639,560       - 

Service Incentive 29,867            29,687            29,687            - 

Fire Services 506,426          525,732          525,732          - 

Fire Marshal 80,545            79,610            79,610            - 
Emergency Services 514,789          487,230          487,230          - 

Total Public Safety 3,641,914       3,761,819       3,761,819       - 

Public Works

Town Hall 336,006          361,043          361,043          - 

Park Department 116,650          141,062          141,062          - 

General Highway 1,340,151       1,322,361       1,322,361       - 

Town Garage 41,914            48,845            48,845            - 

Transfer Station 2,956              2,956              2,956              - 

Utilities 241,898          245,398          245,398          - 
Community Center 106,342          114,377          114,377          - 

Total Public Works 2,185,917       2,236,042       2,236,042       - 

Human Services

Community Agencies 112,165          101,511          101,511          - 

Senior/Social Services 247,358          254,402          254,402          - 

Park and Recreation 230,796          203,258          203,258          - 
Library 698,321          692,446          692,446          - 

Total Human Services 1,288,640       1,251,617       1,251,617       - 

Insurance 346,924          320,077          320,077          - 

Budgeted Amounts

See accountant's report.
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TOWN OF CANTON, CONNECTICUT
Schedule of Expenditures and Other Financing Uses

Budget and Actual - Budgetary Basis - General Fund

For the Year Ended June 30, 2024

Page  of 

Actual

Budgetary
Original Amended Basis Variance

Budgeted Amounts

Planning and Development

Building Official 90,075$          88,838$          88,838$          -$  
Town Planner 321,243          327,756          327,756          - 

Total Planning and Development 411,318          416,594          416,594          - 

Fringe Benefits 2,522,458       2,664,260       2,664,260       - 

Contingency - - - - 

Education 31,746,091     32,046,091     32,046,091     - 

Debt Service

Principal 1,300,000       1,300,000       1,300,000       - 
Interest 646,529          646,529          646,529          - 

Total Debt Service 1,946,529       1,946,529       1,946,529       - 

Total Expenditures 45,573,291     46,250,985     46,250,985     - 

Other Financing Uses

Transfers Out:
Capital and Nonrecurring Fund 1,174,643       1,174,643       1,174,643       - 

Total Other Financing Uses 1,174,643       1,174,643       1,174,643       - 

Total Expenditures and Other Financing Uses 46,747,934$   47,425,628$   47,425,628$   -$  

See accountant's report.

 38



TOWN OF CANTON, CONNECTICUT
Schedule of Property Taxes Levied, Collected, and Outstanding

For the Year Ended June 30, 2024

Transfers
List of Outstanding Current to Collectible Outstanding

10/1: July 1, 2023 Levy Additions Deductions Suspense Taxes Taxes Interest Liens Total June 30, 2024

2022 40,623,700$  85,401$         186,527$       65,065$         40,457,509$  40,203,851$  120,996$       1,428$           40,326,275$  253,658$       

2021 298,643$       -  30,173 8,207             50,356           270,253         197,009         38,439            608 236,056         73,244           

2020 87,357           -  6,451 1,268             44,959           47,581           23,754           5,695              150 29,599           23,827           

2019 59,498           -  275 -  41,944 17,829           11,914           6,474              54 18,442           5,915             

2018 50,827           - -  - 40,432           10,395           10,395           7,288              48 17,731            -

2017 43,905           - -  - 39,060           4,845             4,845              282  24 5,151              -

2016 38,793           - -  - 38,793            -  -  -  -  -  -

2015 34,422           - -  - 34,422            -  -  -  -  -  -

2014 33,762            - -  - 33,762            - - -  -  -  -

2013 33,033            - -  - 33,033            -  -  -  -  -  -

2012 31,126            - -  - 31,126            -  -  -  -  -  -

2011 30,559            - -  - 30,559            -  -  -  -  -  -

2010  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -  -

2009 30,178            -  -  - 30,178            -  -  -  -  -  -
2008 29,656           - - - 29,656           - - - - - -

801,759$       40,623,700$  122,300$       196,002$       543,345$       40,808,412$  40,451,768    179,174         2,312             40,633,254    356,644$       

Total Suspense Collections 11,479           7,604             30 19,113           

Total Collections 40,463,247$  186,778$       2,342$           40,652,367$  

Lawful Corrections Collections During the Year

See accountant's report.
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