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1. INTRODUCTION 
 

1.1. Authority 
 
These Regulations are adopted under the authority of Chapter 124 of the Connecticut General Statues (CGS), as 
amended (CGS Section 8-1 et seq.). 
 

1.2. Purpose 
 

1.2.A. STATUTORY PURPOSES 
 
These Regulations are adopted for the purposes set forth in CGS Section 8-2, as amended, including: 
 
1. To promote the orderly growth and development of the Town in accordance with the adopted Plan of 

Conservation and Development; 
 
2. To promote the health, safety and general welfare of the community,  lessening congestion in the streets, 

prevent the overcrowding of land, avoid undue concentration of population, provide for light and air, and to 
facilitate the adequate provision for transportation, water, sewerage, schools, parks and other public 
improvements; 

 
3. To divide the Town into districts with considerations as to the character of each district and its suitability for 

particular uses, so as to conserve the value of property and buildings and promote the most appropriate use 
of land throughout the Town; 

 
4. To protect historic factors and existing and potential groundwater and drinking water supplies of the Town; 
 
5. To assure that proper provision is made for sedimentation control and the control of erosion caused by wind 

or water; 
 
6. To encourage the development of housing opportunities, including opportunities for multiple dwelling units, 

consistent with soil types, terrain and infrastructure capacity; 
 
7. To promote housing choice and economic diversity in housing, including housing for both low and moderate 

income households, and shall encouraging the development of housing which will meet identified housing 
needs; and 

 
8. To encourage: energy efficient patterns of development; the use of solar and other renewable forms of 

energy; and energy conservation. 
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1.3. Zoning Map  
 

1.3.A. DISTRICTS 
 
1. To accomplish the purposes of these Regulations, the Town of Canton is divided into different districts as 

enumerated within these Regulations.  
 
2. The location and boundaries of zoning districts shall be as shown on the official Zoning Map, as may be 

amended from time to time, which is on file in the Office of the Town Clerk. 
 
3. The official Zoning Map is hereby declared to be a part of these Zoning Regulations. 
 
4. Any facsimile of the official map is intended for the convenience of the public only and shall not be 

considered to be the official Zoning Map of the Town. 
 

1.3.B. BOUNDARY INTERPRETATION 
 
1. If not clearly delineated on the official Zoning Map, district boundaries shall be construed in the following 

sequence: 
 

a. following the center line of a street, railroad, right-of-way, or easement; 
 

b. following property lines of record at the time of adoption of these Regulations or relevant amendments 
hereto; 

 
c. where district boundaries are set back from street lines, they shall be considered as running parallel 

thereto, at distances shown or measured; or 
 

d. following the lines of a particular physical feature including brooks, streams, flood plains, or steep slopes. 
 
2. In the case of any remaining uncertainty regarding district boundaries on the official Zoning Map, the location 

of the district boundary shall be determined by the Commission by resolution. 
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1.4. Interpretation of Regulations 
 

1.4.A. PROHIBITED IF NOT PERMITTED 
 
1. Unless otherwise allowed by Section 8.3 of these Regulations, any use of land, buildings or structures not 

expressly permitted by these Regulations in a particular district is prohibited in that district. 
 
2. Accessory uses which are not specifically permitted by these Regulations but which are customarily incidental 

and subordinate to a permitted principal use shall be permitted, unless specifically identified as prohibited 
elsewhere in these regulations, subject to any conditions as may be imposed by these Regulations. 

 
3. Additional prohibited uses are identified in Section 8.1. 
 

1.4.B. MINIMUM REQUIREMENTS  
 
In their interpretation and application, the provisions of these Regulations shall be held to be the minimum 
requirements for the promotion of the public health, safety, comfort, convenience, and general welfare, unless the 
context clearly indicates that such provision is intended to be a maximum limitation. 
 

1.4.C. STRICTEST STANDARDS CONTROL 
 
1. In the event that there are found to be conflicting requirements within these Regulations, the most restrictive 

provision shall be applied.  
 
2. The provisions of these Regulations may be superseded by other local, state, or federal laws or regulations. 
 
3. These Regulations do not release a person from compliance with a more restrictive law, ordinance, easement, 

covenant, rule, regulation, or permit. 
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1.5. Conformity Required  
 

1.5.A. USE 
 
Unless otherwise allowed by Section 8.3 of these Regulations, no land and improvements thereon shall be used or 
occupied except in conformity with these Regulations for the district in which the land is located. 
 

1.5.B. CONSTRUCTION 
 
Unless otherwise allowed by Section 8.3 of these Regulations, no building, structure or other improvements or part 
thereof shall be constructed, moved, replaced, reconstructed, extended, enlarged, or altered except in conformity 
with these Regulations for the district in which the building or other structure is located. 
 

1.5.C. PARCEL CHANGES 
 
No land shall be sold or divided in a manner which results in either: 
 
1. A use of all or a part thereof ceasing to conform to these Regulations or conforming to a lesser extent than 

prior to such sale or division; or  
 
2. A dimensional standard or any other standard that does not conform to the requirements of these Regulations 

or conforms to a lesser extent than prior to such sale or division.  
 

1.6. Administrative Provisions 
 

1.6.A. SEPARABILITY 
 
If any provision of these Regulations is ruled by a court of competent jurisdiction to be invalid, the effect of such 
decision shall be limited to the provision expressly stated in the decision to be invalid, and all other provisions of 
these Regulations shall continue to be valid and fully effective. 
 

1.6.B. EFFECTIVE DATE 
 
These Regulations, and any amendment or change hereto, shall be in full force and effect from the date 
established by the Commission in accordance with the CGS. 
 
The effective date of these regulations is May 12, 2014. 
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2. DEFINITIONS 
 

2.1. Use of Terms 
 

2.1.A. DEFINITIONS TO BE APPLIED 
 
For the purposes of these Regulations, the terms, phrases and words used in these Regulations shall be construed 
as defined in this section, unless the Commission finds that the term, phrase, or word is otherwise clearly qualified 
by its context. 
 

2.1.B. GENERAL TERMINOLOGY 
 
When consistent with the context, the following rules apply: 
 
1. ¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άǎƘŀƭƭέ ƛǎ ƳŀƴŘŀǘƻǊȅΦ 
 
2. ¢ƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άƳŀȅέ ƛǎ ǇŜǊƳƛǎǎƛǾŜΦ 
 
3. Words used in the present tense include the future and vice versa. 
 
4. Words in the singular include the plural and vice versa. 
 
5. Words in the masculine include the feminine, neuter and vice versa. 
 
6. The words άǇŀǊŎŜƭέΣ άǇǊƻǇŜǊǘȅέΣ άƭƻǘέΣ άǇƭƻǘέΣ ŀƴŘ άǇǊŜƳƛǎŜǎέ have the same meaning. 
 
7. TƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ άȊƻƴŜέΣ άȊƻƴƛƴƎ ŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘέ, ŀƴŘ άŘƛǎǘǊƛŎǘέ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŀƳŜ ƳŜaning. 
 
8. TƘŜ ǿƻǊŘǎ άǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊέ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ άŀǊǊŀƴƎŜŘ ŦƻǊΣέ άŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ŦƻǊΣέ άƛƴǘŜƴŘŜŘ ŦƻǊΣέ άƳŀƛƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ŦƻǊΣέ ƻǊ άƻccupied 

ŦƻǊέΦ 
 
9. TƘŜ ǿƻǊŘ άǇŜǊǎƻƴέ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜǎ άƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭέΣ άŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘƛƻƴέΣ άǇŀǊǘƴŜǊǎƘƛǇέΣ άƭƛƳƛǘŜŘ ƭƛŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅέΣ 

άƛƴŎƻǊǇƻǊŀǘŜŘ ŀǎǎƻŎƛŀǘƛƻƴέ or any other similar entity. 
 
10. Whenever a section number is referenced in these regulations, it shall be presumed to reference these 

regulations unless some other document is expressly indicated. 
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2.1.C. TEXT TO CONTROL  

 
In the case of any difference of meaning between the text of a regulation and any caption, illustration, or table, the 
text shall prevail. 
 

2.1.D. TERMS NOT DEFINED 
 
For the purpose of these Regulations, words not defined in this section shall be interpreted by the Commission so 
as to: 
 
1. Give them the meaning they may typically have in land use regulation usage after consulting one or more of 

the following, where such sources define terms for relevant and comparable purposes: 
 

a. CGS, as amended; 
 

b. State Building Code, as amended; 
 

c. .ƭŀŎƪΩǎ [ŀǿ 5ƛŎǘƛƻƴŀǊȅΤ and/or 
 

d. The Illustrated Book of Development Definitions (Rutgers University, Center of Urban Policy Research, 
Piscataway, NJ), as amended. 

 
2. Give them the meaning they have in common usage; or 
 
3. Give the regulation, in the sole opinion of the Commission, its most reasonable application. 
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2.2. Defined Terms 
 
 

A 
 

  

 
Accessory ς {ŜŜ άtǊƛƴŎƛǇŀƭ & Accessory Related Termsέ  
 
Acre ς An area containing 43,560 square feet.  
 

Adult Related Terms 
 
Adult Bookstore - An establishment in which more than ten percent (10%) of the inventory, whether for sale or rental, 

is adult material as defined in these Regulations. 
 
Adult Cabaret - An establishment that features live performances that are characterized by the exposure of specific 

anatomical areas or the depiction or description of specified sexual activities, specified anatomical areas, or 
obscene activity. 

 
Adult Material - 

(1) Books, magazines, periodicals, films and any other form of media that visually depict specified sexual 
activities and/ or specified anatomical areas; and 

(2) Live entertainment featuring exposure of specified anatomical areas. 
 
Adult Mini-Motion-Picture-Theater -  An enclosed building or part thereof with a capacity of fewer than fifty (50) 

persons, used for presentation of films, slide shows or other visual projections, 80 percent or more of which 
constitute adult material, or any of which depict obscene activities.  

 
Adult Motion Picture Theater - An enclosed building or part thereof with a capacity of fifty (50) or more persons, 

used for presentation of films, slide shows or other visual projections, 80 percent or more of which constitute 
adult material, or any of which depict obscene activities.  

 
Lingerie Modeling Studio ς An establishment that provides the services of live models modeling lingerie to one or 

more individuals. 
 
Obscene Activity ς Patently offensive representations or descriptions of specified anatomical areas, or specified 

activities, normal or perverted, actual or simulated and/ or patently offensive representations or descriptions 
of masturbation, excretory functions, and lewd exhibitions of the genitals. 

 
Sexually Oriented Retail Store - An establishment in which more than ten percent (10%) of the inventory, whether 

for sale or rental, is  from: (a) adult material; (b) media or novelty items, gag gifts, toys, and paraphernalia that 
depict sexual activity, semi-nude bodies or specified anatomical areas; or (c) novelty items, gag gifts, toys, and 
paraphernalia that are designed or marketed for stimulating human genital organs, sexual arousal or 
sadomasochistic use; except for medical films or publications or art or photographic publications that devote 
at least 25% of the lineage of each issue to articles and advertisements dealing with subjects of art or 
photography. 
 

 
Affordable Housing ς {ŜŜ άIƻǳsing Related Terms - !ŦŦƻǊŘŀōƭŜέ  
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Aquifer ς A geologic unit capable of yielding significant amounts of water. 
 
Arbor ς a shelter formed or covered with vines 
 
Special Flood Hazard Area ς See Section 6.3  
 
Attic ς The part of a building that is immediately below and wholly or partly within the roof framing and is not a 

story or a half-story. {ŜŜ ά{ǘƻǊȅ wŜƭŀǘŜŘ ¢ŜǊƳǎέ 
 
Automobile ς a usually four wheeled automotive vehicle typically with passenger registration or any vehicle with 

motorcycle registration. CƻǊ ǘƘŜ ǇǳǊǇƻǎŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜǎŜ ǊŜƎǳƭŀǘƛƻƴǎ ǘƘŜ ǘŜǊƳ άŀǳǘƻƳƻōƛƭŜέ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŎƻƴǎǘǊǳŜŘ ǘƻ 
include commercial vehicles, construction equipment or equipment designed to carry freight and goods. 

 
 

Agriculture Related Terms 
 
Agriculture - The growing of crops; raising of livestock; and, the storing processing and sale of agricultural and 

horticultural products and commodities, including those defined in CGS § 1-1q as incidental to agricultural 
operations. 

 
Agricultural Buildings and Structures - Buildings or structures used in connection with agriculture, including 

greenhouses, shelter for livestock and storage for farm machinery, equipment and supplies. 
 
Farm - A parcel, or parcels, of land containing not less than three (3) acres under single ownership and/ or 

leasehold and used for agriculture.. 
 
Limited Farm - A parcel of land of less than 3 acres under single ownership or leasehold and used for agriculture. 
 
Livestock - Grazing animals kept either in open fields or structures including cattle, horses, sheep, goats, llamas, 

alpacas and poultry. 
 
Farm Stand, Limited ς A structure, not more than 200 square feet, located on a residential or agricultural farm for 

the display and sale of agricultural products raised only on such farm. Sales of such products shall be limited to 
not more than six (6) months in any calendar year. 

 
Farm Stand, General ς A structure located on a farm, for the seasonal display and sales of agricultural products. 

Products sold shall have been grown on such farm or purchased from other farms or farmers markets. 
 
Farmers Market ς A seasonal public market use, the primary purpose of which is for farmers to offer for sale 

produce, vegetables, flowers, orchard products, breads and similar agricultural products directly to consumers. 
Additional vendors, demonstrations and presentations are permitted as being accessory to such market, 
however such vendors, or booths, in aggregate shall not account for more than 50% of the market. 
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B 
 

  

Balconies ς A platform projecting from the side of a building and enclosed by a railing. 
 
Base Flood ς {ŜŜ άCƭƻƻŘ Related Termsέ 
 
Basement - A floor of a building that is either completely or partially below the ground level. A basement shall be 

counted as a story if the ceiling is more than five feet above average grade. SŜŜ ά{ǘƻǊȅ wŜƭŀǘŜŘ ¢ŜǊƳǎέ and 
άDǊŀŘŜ, Averageέ 

 
Bed and Breakfast - Overnight accommodations and a morning meal in a dwelling unit (B & B) provided to 

transients for compensation. 
 
Berm - An earthen bank used to provide a visual or noise buffer, or to provide other separation between uses, 

structures, or parcels. 
 
Boarding House ς {ŜŜ άIƻǳǎƛƴƎ Related Termsέ 
 
Buffer Strip - A landscaped area used to separate elements, such as a parking lot from a building; and to provide 

relief from large expanses of pavement within a parking lot, along driveways, along property lines and other 
areas. 

 
Building - Any structure having a roof supported by columns or walls and intended for shelter, housing or 

enclosure of persons, animals or property. 
 
Building Code, State ς The International Residential Code adopted by the State of Connecticut Legislature. 
 
Building Coverage ς {ŜŜ ά/ƻǾŜǊŀƎŜ Related Termsέ 
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Building Height ς The vertical distance from the finished grade for a building or other structure to the highest of 
the following elevations on the building or other structure: 

¶ the elevation of the highest point of the highest dome, flat, mansard, A-frame, or shed roof, including the 
top of any parapet; 

¶ for gable, gambrel, or hip roofs, the mean elevation of the roof (other than a dormer) with the highest 
mean elevation between its ridge and its corresponding eave; and 

¶ for roofs which are salt box roofs, the mean elevation of the side of the salt box roof (other than a 
dormer) with the highest mean elevation between its ridge and its corresponding eave.  

 
Diagram 2.1 - Building Height Measurement Diagrams 

 

 

 

 

 

 
     

 

 

 

 

 
     

 

 

 

 

 
 
Building Line - A line on a parcel of land establishing the minimum setback for a building from a street line. A 

building line may or may not be coincidental with a street line. 
 
Building Permit - A permit for construction issued by a Building Official upon application, authorizing the 

construction or alteration of a building or structure in accordance with the provisions of the State Building 
Code  
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C 
 

  

 
Caliper ς The diameter of a tree trunk measured five (5) feet from the top of the root ball. 
 
Cemetery ς Land used or dedicated to the burial of the dead, including mausoleums, and any accessory 

maintenance facilities, but excluding crematoriums and mortuaries. 
 
Certificate of Zoning Compliance - A certificate issued by the Zoning Enforcement Officer certifying that a 

proposed (or existing) use of land or buildings constructed thereon conform to the requirements of these 
Regulations and that the same may be occupied and used as permitted herein. 

 
Certificate of Occupancy (CO) - A document issued by the Building Official which allows the occupancy or use of a 

building and certifies that the structure has been constructed in compliance with applicable codes and 
ordinances. 

 
CGS ς the Connecticut General Statutes, as may be amended. 
 
Club - An organization catering exclusively to members and their guests, provided that the purpose of the club is 

not conducted primarily for gain and that there are no commercial activities except as required generally for 
the membership and purpose of the club. 

 
Commercial Vehicle ς A vehicle that requires a commercial registration, or a combination registration where the 

vehicle is used for commercial purposes, regardless of the gross vehicle weight of such vehicle, or a vehicle 
which requires a commercial licenses to operate. 

 
Commission ς The Planning and Zoning Commission of the Town of Canton. 
 
Concrete ς Portland cement concrete. 
 
Conservation Restriction - A limitation, whether or not stated in the form of a restriction, easement, covenant or 

condition, in any deed, will or other instrument executed by or on behalf of the owner of the land described 
therein, including, but not limited to, the State or any political subdivision of the State, or in any order of 
taking such land whose purpose is to retain land or water areas predominantly in their natural, scenic or open 
condition or in agricultural, farming, forest or open space use. 

 
Convalescent Home - {ŜŜ άIƻǳǎƛƴƎ wŜƭŀǘŜŘ ¢ŜǊƳǎέ 
 
Corner Island -{ŜŜ άLandscaped Island Related Termsέ 
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Coverage Related Terms 
 

Coverage, Building - The total area of a parcel covered by buildings or roofed areas as measured along the 
outside wall at ground level. (see Table 2.1 and Diagram 2.2 for additional information) 

 
Coverage, Impervious - The total area of a parcel covered by impervious surface. (see Table 2.1 and Diagram 

2.2 for additional information) 
 
Impervious Surface ς A surface that has been compacted or is covered with a layer of material so that it is 

highly resistant to infiltration by water (has a percolation rate slower than 120 minutes per inch). Based 
on the submission of appropriate information by a professional engineer, the Commission may consider 
the following areas to be less than 100 percent impervious: 

¶ Graveled areas which are driven on; and 

¶ Porous pavement, porous pavers and other permeable hard surfaces. 
(See Table 2.1 for additional information). 

 
Diagram 2.2 ς Coverage Diagrams 
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D 
 

  

 
Day Camp - A building or structure, together with its parcel and its accessory uses, buildings and structures, used 

as an organized recreational facility for five (5) or more enrolled children other than the children of the 
resident family, but not furnishing sleeping quarters except for the resident family. SŜŜ άwŜǎƛŘŜƴǘƛŀƭ {ǳƳƳŜǊ 
/ŀƳǇέ 

 

Day Care Related Terms 
 
Day Care ς The care of people on a regularly recurring but part-time basis (non-24 hour basis) in a place other than 

tƘŜ ǇŜǊǎƻƴΩǎ ƻǿƴ ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴŎŜ ŀƴŘ ǿƘƛŎƘ Ƴŀȅ ǊŜǉǳƛǊŜ ŀ ƭƛŎŜƴǎŜ ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ State Department of Health in 
accordance with CGS Section 19a-77, as amended. 

 
Family Day Care Home ς Day care provided in a single family home for not more than six (6) people and where 

the principal provider of the services resides on the premises. 
 
Group Day Careς Day care provided in a single family home for more than six (6) people but not more than 12 

people and where the principal provider of the services resides on the premises. 
 

Day Care Center ς A facility, other than a public or private school, which offers or provides a program of day 
care to more than 12 related or unrelated people. 

 

 
Deck ς An unroofed platform either freestanding or attached to a building that is supported by pillars or posts. 
 

 
District ς An area of land identified on the official Town of Canton Zoning Map having separate requirements as 

established by these Regulations. 
 
Disturbed Area ς an area where the ground cover is destroyed or removed leaving the land subject to accelerated 

erosion. 
 
Donation Drop Box - A weather protected container designed to receive and temporarily hold items that may 

include but are not limited to clothing, toys, books, and household goods intended to be donated to charity. 
 
Drive-Through Facility ς An establishment that by design, physical facilities, service, or packaging procedures 

encourages or permits customers to receive services, or obtain goods while remaining in their automobile. 

Development Related Terms 
 
Development ς Any alteration or man-made change to an improved or unimproved parcel including but not 

limited to changes to buildings or structures of any nature, storage of materials, fences or barriers of any 
nature, mining, dredging, filling, grading, paving, excavating, drilling, or clearing of vegetation. 

 
Improved Parcel ς A parcel which upon which a permanent structure is placed upon, a part of, or is affixed to. 
 
Unimproved Parcel - A parcel without building and structures. 
 

http://www.ordinance.com/ordinances/19/003/090/D-19003090-gl.html#G18
http://www.ordinance.com/ordinances/19/003/090/D-19003090-gl.html#G1
http://www.ordinance.com/ordinances/19/003/090/D-19003090-gl.html#G57
http://www.ordinance.com/ordinances/19/003/090/D-19003090-gl.html#G47
http://www.ordinance.com/ordinances/19/003/090/D-19003090-gl.html#G36
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Dwelling ς {ŜŜ άIƻǳǎƛƴƎ Related Termsέ 
 
Dwelling Unit ς {ŜŜ άIƻǳǎƛƴƎ Related Termsέ 
 
 
 

E 
 

  

 
Earth Material - Topsoil, sand, loam, gravel, peat, stone or any other earth product. 
 
Easement ς A grant of one or more property rights by the property owner to and/or for use by the public, a 

corporation, or another person or entity. 

 
End Island ς {ŜŜ άLandscaped Island Related Termsέ 
 
Enlarge, Enlargement - Any addition to the floor area of an existing building, an increase in the size of any other 

structure, or an increase in that portion of a tract of land occupied by an existing use. "To enlarge" is to make 
an enlargement. 

 
Erosion ςThe wearing away of land surface by the action of wind, water, gravity, ice, natural action or man-made 

activities or any combination thereof. 
 
Excavation- Fill or removal in accordance with Section 7.5 of these Regulations 
 
Extend, to Make an Extension - An increase or amplification, as distinguished from establishment or inception. 

"Extension" shall be deemed to include the expansion in the seasons or periods of use of a non-conforming 
seasonal use, or of a seasonal dwelling on a non-conforming lot; and any increase in the normal days or hours 
of operation, or any increase in the scope of services offered, of any non-conforming, non-residential use of 
land, buildings, or structures. 

 
Existing Grade - {ŜŜ άDǊŀŘŜΣ 9ȄƛǎǘƛƴƎέ 
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F 
 

  

 
Family ς One or more persons, related by birth, marriage, civil union, or adoption, living as a single housekeeping unit 

with kitchen facilities and other rooms used in common. 
 
Family Day Care Home ς {ŜŜ ά5ŀȅ /ŀǊŜ wŜƭŀǘŜŘ ¢ŜǊƳǎέ 
 
Farm - {ŜŜ ά!ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ wŜƭŀǘŜŘ ¢ŜǊƳǎέ 
 
Farm Stand, Limitedς {ŜŜ ά!ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ wŜƭŀǘŜŘ ¢ŜǊƳǎέ 
 
Farm Stand, General {ŜŜ ά!ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ wŜƭŀǘŜŘ ¢ŜǊƳǎέ 
 
Farmers Market ς {ŜŜ ά!ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ wŜƭŀǘŜŘ ¢ŜǊƳǎέ 
 
Fence or Wall - Any structure of wood, metal, stone, brick or other materials delineating or separating an area 

within a parcel of land or along property lines. A hedge or other trees, shrubs, or other plants serving a similar 
function shall not be deemed to constitute a fence or a wall. A wire or other material carrying an electrical 
current or barbs for the purposes of enclosing or creating a barrier between separate areas shall be considered 
a fence. 

 
Fill - Earthen material brought to a site from a non-contiguous location so as to create a higher finished elevation 

anywhere on the site. 
 
Finished Grade - {ŜŜ άDǊŀŘŜΣ Finishedέ 
 
Flood Related Terms ς See Section 6.2.D  
 
Floor - The top surface of an enclosed area in a building, including basements and cellars (i.e., top of slab in 

concrete slab construction or top of wood flooring in wood frame construction.) 
 
Footprint ς The surface space occupied by a building or structure, including porches, decks, outdoor kitchens, 

garages, or any other impervious area, not including patios. 
 
Full-Cut-Off Luminaire ς {ŜŜ άLighting/ Illumination Related Termsέ 
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G 
 

  

 
Garage - A detached accessory building or portion of a principal building for the parking and storage of 

automobiles. 
   
Garden Apartment - Not less than four dwelling units in a building of not more than three stories, or a group of 

such buildings and uses accessory to such apartments. Dwelling units in garden apartments may be owned by 
a single owner or individually by tenants or both, but the land shall be held in a unified ownership. The term 
"garden apartment" shall include a condominium. 

 
Gazebo - a freestanding roofed structure usually open on all sides. 
 
Grade, Existing - The elevation of the ground level in ƛǘΩǎ, before development, construction, filling or excavation. 
 
Grade, Finished ς The actual or proposed elevation of the land surface after development.  άCƛƴƛǎƘŜŘ ƎǊŀŘŜέ ǎƘŀƭƭ 

be construed as that excavation or filling which is incidental to construction of the building on the site, and not 
excavation or filling for the purposes of obtaining greater building height. When the topography around a 
building or structure varies, the finished grade shall be determined by averaging the ground elevations within 
ten (10) feet of the building or structure.  

 
Grading ς Any excavating, grubbing, filling (including hydraulic fill) or stockpiling of earth materials or any 

combination thereof, including the land in its excavated or filled condition.  
 
Grass/Pavement Block System ς Porous concrete or plastic paving blocks that allow the establishment of turf on 

their surface and the infiltration of stormwater while supporting motor vehicles. 
 
Gross Floor Area - The total floor area contained within a building, outdoor storage area or outdoor display area, 

whether covered or not, as measured to the outside surface of the exterior walls or outside perimeter of the 
display or storage area. 

 
Group Day Care Home ς {ŜŜ ά5ŀȅ /ŀǊŜ Related Termsέ 
 
Group Home ς {ŜŜ άIƻǳǎƛƴƎ Related Termsέ  
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H 
 

  

 
Hazardous Material ς Any material or waste which may pose a present or potential hazard to human health or the 

environment when improperly treated, stored, transported, disposed of or otherwise managed and any 
material which is defined as hazardous within the meaning of any federal, state, or local law, regulations or 
ordinance including, but not limited to chemicals which are subject to reporting requirements under Title III of 
the Super Fund Amendments and Reauthorization Act of 1986 (SARA), as amended. 

 
Home Based Business ς Any activity carried out for gain by a resident and conducted as an accessory use in such 
ǊŜǎƛŘŜƴǘΩǎ ŘǿŜƭƭƛƴƎ ǳƴƛǘ or on the premises. 

 
Home Based Business, Major ς A Home Based Business that exceeds a Minor Home Based Business in that such 

business shall not have more than three (3) nonresident (of the premises) full or part time employees working 
on the premises. Major Home Based Businesses are permitted in residential districts by special permit subject 
to the standards of Section 3.3.D. 

 
Home Based Business, Minor ς A Home Based Business located within the principal building and operated by the 

resident of the premises, shall not have more than one (1) nonresident full or part time employee working on 
the premises. Minor Home Based Businesses are permitted in residential districts by right, subject to the 
standards of Section 3.3.B.2. 

 
Hotel and/or Motel ς A facility offering transient lodging accommodations to the general public which may include 

additional services, such as restaurants, meeting rooms, entertainment, and recreational facilities. 
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Housing Related Terms 
 
Assisted Living - A facility that provides living units together with areas for communal dining, kitchen, meeting 
ǊƻƻƳΣ ƭŀǳƴŘǊȅ ŀƴŘ ǎƛƳƛƭŀǊ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘ ŀǊŜŀǎ ŦƻǊ ǇŜǊǎƻƴǎ ŘŜǎƛǊƛƴƎ ŀǎǎƛǎǘŀƴŎŜ ǿƛǘƘ ōŀǎƛŎ άŘŀƛƭȅ ƭƛǾƛƴƎέ ŦǳƴŎǘƛƻƴǎ όŜΦƎΦΣ 
dressing, dining, bathing). 

 
Affordable Housing ς As defined in CGS Section 8-39a, housing for which persons and families pay thirty percent or 

less of their annual income, where such income is less than or equal to the area median family income for the 
Hartford Primary Metropolitan Statistical Area (PMSA), as determined by the United States Department of 
Housing and Urban Development. 

 
Affordable Housing Application - Any application made to the Commission in connection with an Affordable 

Housing Development by a person who proposes to develop such affordable housing. 
 
Affordable Housing Development - A proposed housing development, as defined by CGS Section 8-30g as may be 

amended, that provides housing which is (a) assisted housing, or (b) a set-aside development. 
 
Assisted Housing ς Housing which is receiving, or will receive, financial assistance under any governmental 

program for the construction or substantial rehabilitation of low and moderate income housing, and any 
housing occupied by persons receiving rental assistance under CGS Chapter 138a or Section 1437f of Title 42 of 
The United States Code. 

 
Boarding House ς An owner occupied dwelling that provides for the renting of rooms or board to not more than 

three (3) paying guests, other than members of the ƻǿƴŜǊΩǎ family. 
 
Congregate Housing - As defined in CGS Section 8-119e, as may be amended.  

(Independent living (units) assisted by congregate meals, housekeeping and personal services who have 
temporary or periodic difficulties with one or more essential activities of daily living such as feeding, bathing, 
grooming, dressing or transferring). 

 
Continuing Life Care Community - A facility licensed by the State of Connecticut to provide services which meet a 

need beyond the basic provisions for food, shelter, laundry, including, but not limited to, recreation, physical 
therapy, health services, and licensed nursing services. 

 
Dwelling ς A building or portion thereof used for residential occupancy. 
 
Dwelling, Single-Family Detached - A Dwelling Unit for one family and having no party wall in common with an 

adjacent dwelling. Where a private garage or other accessory structure is attached to such building, it shall be 
considered as a part thereof.  

 
Dwelling, Single-Family Semi-Detached - A portion of a building designed for and occupied exclusively as a 

Dwelling Unit for one family and having a party wall in common with one adjacent dwelling. 
 
Dwelling Unit ς A building or portion thereof which provides complete housekeeping facilities for one family. In 

general, a dwelling unit shall be inferred when there is a sleeping area, a separate kitchen or kitchen area and 
a separate bathroom or bathroom area with a toilet and a bathtub/shower. 
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Housing Related Terms (continued) 
 
Group Home - A community residence as defined in CGS Section 17a-220 which is licensed under the provisions of 

CGS Section 17a-227, or a child-care residential facility and which is licensed under CGS Section 17a-145 to 
17a-151, inclusive. 

 
Multiple Dwelling Unit - A building designed and occupied exclusively as a residence for three (3) or more families. 

This definition includes condominiums, cooperatives, townhouses and garden apartments. 
 
Non-Profit Housing For The Elderly ς A dwelling unit or set of dwelling units exclusively designed for the needs of 

single people age 60 or over or couples with at least one member at least 60 or over. This housing shall be 
either non-profit or controlled profit under rent subsidy programs and shall conform to the applicable 
requirements of the sponsoring agencies of the Federal, State or Town government. 

 
Nursing Home ς In Housing Related Terms, see Convalescent Home. 
 
Two-Family Dwelling - A building designed for and occupied exclusively as a residence for two (2) families living 

independently of each other. 
 

 
 
 

I 
 

  

 
Impervious Coverage ς {ŜŜ ά/ƻǾŜǊŀƎŜ Related Termsέ 
 
Impervious Surface ς {ŜŜ ά/ƻǾŜǊŀƎŜ Related Termsέ 
 
Interior Island - {ŜŜ ά[ŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜŘ LǎƭŀƴŘ Related Termsέ 
 
Island ς {ŜŜ ά[ŀƴŘǎŎŀǇŜŘ LǎƭŀƴŘ Related Termsέ 
 
 

J 
 

  

 
Junk - Any scrap, waste, reclaimable material, or debris, whether or not stored, for sale or in the process of being 

dismantled, destroyed, processed, salvaged, stored, baled, disposed of, or for other use of disposition. 
 
 

K 
 

  

 
Kennel - {ŜŜ άtŜǘ κ !ƴƛƳŀƭ CŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎ Related Termsέ 
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L 
 

  

 
 
Ledge Wall - a more or less flat rock protruding from the earth resembling a vertical cliff or slope 
 
Licensed Medical Marijuana Dispensary - A pharmacist licensed pursuant to Chapter 400j of the CGS, who the 

Department of Consumer Protection has licensed to acquire, possess, distribute, and dispense marijuana 
pursuŀƴǘ ǘƻ ǎŜŎǘƛƻƴǎ м ǘƻ мрΣ ƛƴŎƭǳǎƛǾŜΣ ƻŦ ά!ƴ !Ŏǘ /ƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ tŀƭƭƛŀǘƛǾŜ ¦ǎŜ ƻŦ aŀǊƛƧǳŀƴŀέΦ 

 
Licensed Medical Marijuana Producer - A person or organization that is licensed as a producer by the Connecticut 

Department of Consumer Protection under sectiƻƴ мл ƻŦ ŀƴ ά!ƴ !Ŏǘ /ƻƴŎŜǊƴƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ tŀƭƭƛŀǘƛǾŜ ¦ǎŜ ƻŦ aŀǊƛƧǳana 
and whose purpose is to cultivate marijuana for palliative use and selling, delivering, transporting or 
distributing such marijuana only to licensed dispensaries under sections 1 to 15, inclusive of the above Act. 

 

Lighting / Illumination Related Terms (See Diagram 7.4.C.1) 
 
Direct Light - light emitted directly from the lamp, off of the reflector or reflector diffuser, or through the refractor 

or diffuser lens, of a luminaire. 
 
Full Cut-Off/ Fully Shielded Type Fixture - A luminaire emitting no light above the horizontal plane.  
 
Glare - [ƛƎƘǘ ŜƳƛǘǘƛƴƎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀ ƭǳƳƛƴŀƛǊŜ ǿƛǘƘ ƛƴǘŜƴǎƛǘȅ ƎǊŜŀǘ ŜƴƻǳƎƘ ǘƻ ǊŜŘǳŎŜ ŀ ǾƛŜǿŜǊΩǎ ŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǎŜŜΣ Ƴŀȅ ŎŀǳǎŜ 

visual discomfort, to the viewer and in extreme cases causing momentary blindness. 
 
Height of Luminaires - The height of luminaires shall be the vertical distance from the ground directly below the 

centerline of the luminaire to the lowest direct-light-emitting part of the luminaire. 
 
Indirect Lighting - Direct light that has been reflected or has scattered off of other surfaces. 
 
Isodiagram - A graphical representation of points of equal illuminance used to show the level and evenness of a 

lighting design and to show how light fixtures will perform on a given site. 
 
Landscape Lighting - Luminaires mounted in or at grade (but not more than 3 feet above grade) and used solely for 

landscape or walkway rather than any area lighting. 
 
Lamp - The light source component of luminaires that produces the actual light. 
 
Lighting Plan - A plan showing the location, height above grade, type of illumination, type of fixture, the source 

lumens, and the luminous area for each source of light propose. 
 
Light Pollution - Stray or reflected light that is emitted into the atmosphere, beyond the 90-degree horizontal 

plane. Dust, water, vapor and other pollutants reflect this light causing unwanted sky-glow. 
 
Light Standard - A pole for mounting luminaires. 
 
Light Trespass - Light from an artificial light source that is intruding into an area not owned by the owner of the 

property upon which the light source is located, or where such light otherwise does not belong.  
 
Luminaire - A complete lighting system, and includes a lamp or lamps, standards and fixtures. 
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Lighting / Illumination Related Terms (continued) 
 
Outdoor Lighting - The night-time illumination of an outside area or object by any manmade device located 

outdoors that produces light by any means. 
 
Uplighting - Any light source that distributes illumination above a 90 degree horizontal plane. 
 

 
Livestock - {ŜŜ ά!ƎǊƛŎǳƭǘǳǊŜ wŜƭŀǘŜŘ ¢ŜǊƳǎέ 
 
Loading Space - An off-street space or berth used for the loading or unloading of cargo, products, or materials from 

vehicles.  
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Lot Related Terms 
 
Lot - A tract of land owned and recorded, and described within the recorded document, as a separate piece of 

land.  
 
Lot, Corner - A lot located at the intersection of two or more streets. 

 
Lot, Front - A lot which has the required frontage on a street. 

 
Lot, Rear - A lot which has less than the required frontage on a street and of which the buildable area is located 

generally to the rear of other lots having frontage on the same street as said lot and having access to the street via 
an access way or a private right-of-way. 

 
Parcel - {ŜŜ άLotέ 
 

Diagram 2.3 ς Lot Types Diagram 
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Lot Area ς The horizontal area within the lot lines provided that: 

¶ land used for streets, highways, easement for vehicular access, public or private right-of-way for 
vehicles, including street rights of way, shall be excluded; 

¶ land or easements used for public utilities, and drainage may be included; 

¶ seventy-five percent (75%) of the area used for compliance with the minimum lot area requirement 
shall be unencumbered by wetlands, watercourses, special flood hazard areas, or slopes greater than 
twenty percent (20%); and 

¶ land in two or more zoning districts may be used to satisfy a minimum lot area requirement, provided 
that the requirement of the district requiring the largest lot area is met, but no land in a Residence 
District shall be used to satisfy a lot area requirement in any other District. 

 
Lot Frontage ς The length measured along the side of the lot abutting the street (the front lot line). In the case of a 

corner lot, frontage may be measured along both front lot lines. The minimum frontage for a front lot may be 
measured along the front yard setback line when: 

¶ the side lot lines converge toward the street; and 

¶ the average width of the lot exceeds the frontage requirement for the district in which it is located. 
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Lot Line Related Terms 
 
Lot Line - The property lines bounding a lot as defined herein. 
 

Lot Line, Front - A lot line separating a lot from a street. 
 
Lot Line, Rear - A lot line which is most generally opposite the longest front lot line except that, on a pie-

shaped lot or a corner lot, any lot line adjacent to the front lot line shall not be considered to be a rear lot 
line. 

 
Lot Line, Side - Any lot line which is not a front lot line or a rear lot line, as defined herein. 
 

Diagram 2.4 ς Lot Line Diagram 
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M 
 

  

 
Manufactured Housing ς Factory-built, single-family structures that meet the National Manufactured Home 

Construction and Safety Standards Act (42 U.S.C. Sec. 5401), commonly known as the HUD (U.S. Department of 
Housing and Urban Development) code. 

 
Marijuana ς {ŜŜ άLicensed Medical Marijuana Dispensaryέ. {ŜŜ ά[ƛŎŜƴǎŜŘ aŜŘƛŎŀƭ aŀǊƛƧǳŀƴŀ tǊƻŘǳŎŜǊέ 
 
Massage Therapy - The manipulation of body muscle or tissue by range of motion, nonspecific stretching, rubbing, 

stroking, kneading, or tapping, by hand or mechanical device. Massage therapy may include the use of oil, ice, 
hot and cold packs, tub shower, steam, dry heat, or cabinet baths for the purpose of maintaining good mental 
and/ or physical health and condition. 

 
Massage Therapy Establishment - Any building, room, place, or establishment other than a regularly licensed 

hospital or dispensary where nonmedical and nonsurgical manipulative exercises are practiced on the human 
body for other than cosmetic or beautifying purposes with or without the use of mechanical or bathing devices 
by anyone not a physician or surgeon or similarly registered status. 

 
Minimum Square - a square area that will fit within the lot without utilizing lands designated as wetlands, 

watercourses, or slopes greater than twenty percent (20%). 
 

Diagram 2.5 ς Minimum Square 
 

 
 
Motel ς {ŜŜ άIƻǘŜƭέ 
 
Motor Vehicle ς a motor vehicle as defined per CGS 14-1 as amended 
 
Multi -family Building - {ŜŜ άIƻǳǎƛƴƎ wŜƭŀǘŜŘ ¢ŜǊƳǎέ 
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N 
 

  

 
New Construction ς {ŜŜ άCƭƻƻŘ Related Termsέ  
 
Non-Conforming - Any structure, parcel or use legally existing at the time of the adoption of these Regulations as 

may be amended, which does not conform to the provisions of these Regulations.  
 
Non-Profit Housing for the Elderly - {ŜŜ άIƻǳǎƛƴƎ-wŜƭŀǘŜŘ ¢ŜǊƳǎέ 
 
Nursing Home/ Convalescent Home - A facility that provides primarily in-patient care, treatment and/or 

rehabilitation services for persons recovering from illness or injury and/or persons who require regular 
assistance in personal care, including dressing, eating and health related matters but do not require the 
degree of care that is provided by a hospital 

 
 O 

 

  

 
Open Space - Land protected from development by legislation, dedication, conservation or other legal means, 

which shall be used only for recreational, conservation, educational, agricultural, or other similar purposes. 
 
Open Space (Clustered) Subdivision - A subdivision or resubdivision concentrating lots on a particular portion of a 

parcel so that at least one-third of the parcel remains as open space to be used exclusively for recreational, 
conservation, educational, agricultural or other similar purposes except that nothing herein shall prevent the 
commission from requiring more than one-third open space in any particular open space subdivision. 

 
Outdoor Storage - The keeping, in an unenclosed area, of any goods, junk, material, equipment, merchandise, or 

vehicles in the same place for more than 24 hours. 
 
Outdoor Display - The display of merchandise or products outside of a building or structure, including sidewalk 

sales and sidewalk displays, and outdoor dining. 
 
Outdoor Wood-Burning Furnaces - An accessory structure or appliance, as defined by CGS § 22a-174k as amended, 

designed to be located outside living space ordinarily used for human habitation and designed to transfer or 
provide heat, via liquid or other means, through the burning of wood or solid waste, for heating spaces other 
than where such structure or appliance is located, any other structure or appliance on the premises, or for 
heating domestic, swimming pool, hot tub or Jacuzzi water. "Outdoor wood-burning furnace" does not include 
a fire pit, wood-fired barbecue or chiminea. 

 

http://www.ordinance.com/ordinances/19/003/055/D-19003055-gl.html#G82
http://www.ordinance.com/ordinances/19/003/055/D-19003055-gl.html#G52
http://www.ordinance.com/ordinances/19/003/055/D-19003055-gl.html#G1
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P 
 

  

 
Parapet - A low protective wall or railing along the edge of a roof. 
 
Parcel - {ŜŜ ά[ƻǘέ 
 
Parking Bay - A unit of parking consisting of a driveway together with the adjacent parking rows accessed directly 

from the driveway. 
 
Parking Lot Area - The aggregate area of all parking spaces, parking rows, parking bays, driveways servicing parking 

spaces, access drives, landscaped islands (including end islands, interior islands, and corner islands), and buffer 
strips between bays of parking. Paved areas that primarily access service areas are excluded.  

 
Parking Row - A unit of parking consisting of a single row of contiguous parking stalls and planting islands. 
 
Parking Stall - A unit of parking accommodating one parked vehicle.  
 
Patio - an area near a building, often paved (landscape pavers/ stone/ etc.ΧύΣ ǳǎŜŘ ŦƻǊ ƻǳǘŘƻƻǊ ǎƛǘǘƛƴƎ 
 
Patio, Open ς a patio that is open to the sky. 
 
Patio, Closed - a patio with a roof or covering designed to protect individuals from the elements. When attached to 

a permanent building it might be considered a porch. 
 
Pergola - a structure consisting of posts supporting an open roof in the form of a trellis. 
 
Permit - Written governmental permission issued by an authorized official, empowering the holder thereof to do 

some act not allowed without such authorization. 
 
Personal Service Business - {ŜŜ ά{ŜǊǾƛŎŜ .ǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΣ tŜǊǎƻƴŀƭέ 
 

Pet / Animal Facilities Related Terms 
 
Kennel - A place at which: 

¶ One or more dogs are kept for renumeration or compensation of any kind except for a veterinary hospital 
which may keep dogs incidental to their medical treatment, or 

¶ Two or more dogs not registered to a resident of the property are kept. 

 
Pet Training and Day Care Facility - A commercial establishment at which common household pets are kept, 

maintained, or trained for monetary remuneration, and shall not include overnight boarding. A pet training or 
day care facility shall not include a kennel, pet store or veterinary hospital.  

 
Veterinary Hospital ς A place where animals are given medical care and the boarding of animals is limited to short-

term care accessory to the hospital use. 
 

 
Place of Worship - A building or group of buildings primarily used for the conduct of religious services and 

accessory uses and that is controlled by a religious body organized to sustain public worship and recognized as 
such for non-profit status by the Internal Revenue Service. 
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Plan of Conservation and Development ς The Plan of Conservation and Development adopted by the Town of 
Canton, as amended, and all adopted detail portions of the Plan of Conservation and Development referred to 
in CGS §8-23 as amended. 

 
Porch - A portion of a building which has a roof and a floor and is not enclosed by full walls. 
 
Porch, Closed - A porch with screened-in or glassed-in openings. 
 
Porch, Open - A porch that is open to the air without screened-in or glassed-in openings. 
 
Preservation Restriction - A limitation, whether or not stated in the form of a restriction, easement, covenant or 

condition, contained in any deed, will or other instrument executed by or on behalf of the owner of land, 
including, but not limited to, the state or any political subdivision of the state, or contained in any order of 
taking of such land whose purpose is to preserve historically significant structures or sites. 

 

Principal and Accessory Related Terms 
 
Principal Building ς The primary or predominant building on a parcel. 
 
Principal Use ς The primary or predominant use of a parcel. 
 
Accessory Building ς A building or structure subordinate and clearly incidental to the principal building or structure 
on the same parcel. 
 
Accessory Dwelling Unit - A secondary dwelling unit, accessory to the principal dwelling unit on the same parcel. 
{ŜŜ άIƻǳǎƛƴƎέ 
 
Accessory Use ς A use customarily incidental and clearly subordinate to a principal use on the same parcel.  
 

 
Professional Architect, Engineer, Surveyor ς An architect, engineer, or surveyor licensed by the State of 

Connecticut. 
 
Professional Office - The office of recognized professions, such as doctors, lawyers, dentists, architects, engineers, 

artists, musicians, designers, teachers, and others who through training or experience are qualified to perform 
services of a professional nature. 

 
Property ς {ŜŜ ά[ƻǘέ. {ŜŜ άtŀǊŎŜƭέΦ 
 
Public Works Facility ς Land and/or buildings used by a municipal agency for the storage of materials and supplies 

used in the maintenance of public facilities, equipment, vehicles, streets or buildings, the storage, care, and 
maintenance of equipment and vehicles for the maintenance of public facilities, infrastructure, and buildings, 
and/or the support of employees. Examples of uses include, without limitation, offices; employee welfare 
facilities (locker, showers, toilet, lunch/break rooms, and training facilities); automobile, vehicle, equipment, 
and heavy equipment service facilities; workshop facilities; automobile, vehicle, equipment, and heavy 
equipment storage facilities; material storage facilities; yard storage facilities; fueling stations for municipal 
vehicles and equipment, and all other ancillary support structures required to meet the needs of the municipal 
or state agency. 
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R 
 

  

 
Recreational Facility ς A place designed and equipped for the conduct of sports and leisure-time activities 
 
Recycling Facility - Land and structures where recycling of glass, metals, paper products, batteries, household 

hazardous waste, fertilizers and other items are removed from the waste stream for recycling or reuse.  
 
Residential Summer Camp ς A recreational camp operation including overnight and daytime camping in which the 

participants: 
a. live in "cabins" or other structures temporarily; and 
b. engage in customary youth camping activities such as, sports, water-based recreational activities, "arts 

and crafts", team-building activities, outdoor pursuits, adventure type activities, group activities, 
communal eating, and other activities associated with recreational camping. SŜŜ ά5ŀȅ /ŀƳǇέ 

 
Restaurant - An establishment used principally for the preparation and service of food and beverages for 

consumption either on or off the premises. 
 
Restaurant, Class I - A restaurant that meets all of the following criteria: 

¶ gross floor area is 1,500 square feet or less;  

¶ seating capacity is 20 or less; and, 

¶ food and beverages served on the premises are actually or expected to be consumed primarily off the 
premises. 

 
Restaurant, Class II - A restaurant that meets all of the following criteria: 

¶ gross floor area is 2,000 square feet or less;  

¶ seating capacity is 50 or less; and  

¶ food and beverages served on the premises are actually or expected to be consumed primarily on the 
premises. 

 
Restaurant, Class III - A restaurant that does not meet all of the criteria of either a Class I Restaurant or a Class II 

Restaurant. 
 
Retail Establishment - Any establishment with sixty percent (60%) or more of the gross floor area devoted to the 

sale or rental of goods or merchandise to the public. 
 
Retail Store, Sexually Oriented - {ŜŜ ά!Řǳƭǘ wŜƭŀǘŜŘ ¢ŜǊƳǎέ 
 
Retaining Wall ς A structure constructed and erected between lands of different elevations to stabilize the 

surfaces, prevent erosion, and/ or to protect structures. 
 
Rip-rap - Large stones used to stabilize earthen slopes to prevent erosion. 
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S 
 

  

 
School - An institution whose primary function is the instruction of academic subjects to adults or children. The 
ǿƻǊŘ άSŎƘƻƻƭέ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƴƻǘ ōŜ ŘŜŜƳŜŘ ǘƻ ƛƴŎƭǳŘŜ ŀƴ ƛƴǎǘƛǘǳǘƛƻƴ ǿƘƛŎƘ ƛǎ ǇǊƛƳŀǊƛƭȅ ŀ ǎǳƳƳŜǊ ƻǊ ǿƛƴǘŜǊ ŎŀƳǇΣ 
whose main function is enjoyment of physical activities with or without instruction, nor any other institution 
which has a primary function of providing recreational facilities. 

 
Sediment ς Solid material, either mineral or organic, that is in suspension, is transported, or has been moved from 

its site of origin by erosion. 
 
Service Area - The area of a site or building customarily used for the loading and/or unloading of product, and for 

the collection and temporary storage of refuse commonly enclosed in dumpster units or compacting units.  
 
Service Businesses ς Establishments primarily engaged in providing services rather than the sale of products to 

individuals, business, industry, government, and other enterprises. Examples include but are not limited to 
personal, business, repair, and amusement services; educational services; and membership organizations.  

 
Personal Service Business -- A service business whose principal use is the provision of services  of a personal 

nature relating to the repair, adjustment, alteration, cleaning or servicing of items owned by or being 
provided to an individual customer including: barbershops; beauty salons; nail salons; day spas not 
including massage therapy; dry cleaning establishments; clothing rental; photographic studios; garment 
repair; tailoring; shoe repair; or other businesses primarily engaged in the provision of services of a 
personal and/ or domestic nature rather than the sale of products.  

 (Day care, tattooing, and massage therapy, and any other uses specifically referenced elsewhere by the 
name of such use, shall not be included as a personal services business.) 

   
Setback - {ŜŜ άYard Setbackέ 
 
Sexually Oriented Retail Store - {ŜŜ ά!Řǳƭǘ wŜƭŀǘŜŘ ¢ŜǊƳǎέ 
 
SF - Square foot or square feet. 
 
Shopping Cart Corral - An enclosure for containing shopping carts within a parking lot. 
 
Sidewalk Display ς The outdoor display of merchandise for sale by a business use. See άOutdoor Displaysέ 
 
Sidewalk Sales ς Retails sales of a short-term and temporary nature conducted on the sidewalk property. See 
άOutdoor Displaysέ 
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Sign Related Terms (See Appendix 4 for photographic descriptions)) 
 
Sign ς Any banner, billboard, display, flag, illumination, illustration, insignia, lettering, logo, pennant, picture, 

structure or other device, however made, displayed, painted, supported or attached, intended for use for the 
purpose of advertisement, identification, publicity or notice when visible from any street or from any lot other 
than the lot on which the sign is located and either (1) located out-of-doors or (2) located indoors and 
intended to be viewed from outside the building, or any building feature, including with limitation, roof, 
awning, or other special illumination, special colors or effects, or building or roof lines which serve to identify 
the Use or occupancy of any Building or site through a recognized motif or symbol. 

 
 The term "sign" includes vehicle signs. However, it shall not include any flag, pennant or insignia of any 

governmental unit, any traffic or directional signs located within the right-of-way of a street when authorized by 
the Town of Canton or State of Connecticut. 

 
Sign, A-Frame ς An upright, rigid supporting frame in the form of a triangle or an inverted V. 
 
Sign, Area ς The area of a sign shall be the entire area encompassed by the perimeter of the sign consisting of 

the best fit of not more than 5 rectangles, triangles or circles. Any sign may be double facing and only one 
face shall be counted in determining conformity to sign area limitations. The area of a three-dimensional 
sign shall be the sum of all sides or sign faces divided by 2. (See Diagrams 7.3.E.1, and 7.3.E.2). 

 
Sign, Arcade ς A sign suspended above and perpendicular to a covered sidewalk in a multi-tenant building, 

identifying an establishment to pedestrians on the sidewalk. 
 
Sign, Awning ς Fixed or movable devices attached to the building wall, constructed of fabric or metal and 

which are located above the storefront and designed to shade the sidewalk and storefront, and may 
include sign graphics or text printed on the exposed surfaces. 

 
Sign, Barber Pole ς A striped, oftentimes rotating, cylindrical sign used to identify a hair cutting establishment. 
 
Sign, Channel-lit  ς ! ǎƛƎƴ ǿƛǘƘ άŎƘŀƴƴŜƭέ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ ǳǎƛƴƎ ŀ ƭƛƎƘǘ ǎƻǳǊŎŜ Ŧǳƭƭȅ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴŜŘ ǿƛǘƘƛƴ ǘƘŜ άŎƘŀƴƴŜƭέ 

constructed letters having a translucent face and opaque sides. Alternatively the letters may have an 
opaque face and translucent sides. bƻ ǇŀǊǘ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ƭŜǘǘŜǊ Ƴŀȅ ōŜ ƻǇŜƴ ƻǊ ǘǊŀƴǎǇŀǊŜƴǘΦ ά/ƘŀƴƴŜƭέ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ 
may be surface mounted or pin-mounted or bracketed off the wall surface or the face of the sign box. 

 
Sign, Construction ς A temporary sign erected on a site which designates individuals or firms relating to a 

construction project on the premises. 
 
Sign, Directional ς A sign which improves the flow and safety of vehicular and pedestrian circulation on a site 

through the use of messages such as parking in rear, drive through or shipping and receiving. 
 
Sign, Flashing ς Any Sign in which or upon which artificial light is not maintained stationary and constant in 

intensity and color at all times  and specifically including signs that scroll , alternate, or otherwise move or 
change a  message using lighting, screens, projections, or moving parts of any kind 

 
Sign, Governmental ς A sign erected and maintained pursuant to and in discharge of any governmental 

functions or required by law, ordinance, or other governmental regulations. 
 
Sign, Ground ς A freestanding sign placed on the ground or supported by a structure other than a building, 

such as an ornamental wall or fence. 
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Sign Related Terms Continued 
 
Sign, Halo illuminated - A sign with individual and dimensional letters that is back lit and designed so no light 

projects through the sign and the light source is fully obscured within the letters of the sign. 
 
Sign, Indirectly Illuminated - A sign illuminated either by an external, artificial light source projected upon the 

sign surface (floodlighting) or an artificial light source projected at the rear of an opaque surface (halo 
lighting). 

 
Sign, Internally Illuminated - A sign illuminated by an internal, artificial light source (typically fluorescent, LED 

or incandescent light bulbs) which passes through a translucent surface, illuminating the copy and/or 
background. 

 
Sign, Message Board/ Bulletin Board - A fixed wall or ground sign used to identify a business key products, 

services, or events, often seasonal or sale-related, but the message is allowed to be changed in 
conformance with these regulations, without requiring a sign permit each time the message is changed. 

 
Sign, Menu Board - A sign that identifies specific products or services that may be ordered and obtained at a 

business, including sales at a drive-through facility. 
 
Sign, Model Ground - A ground sign which is pre-approved by the Zoning Commission for immediate use as 

permitted in Section 7.3.D.1.e 
 
Sign, Moving - Any sign, or any portion of any sign, which is not fixed or stationary, or which is capable of any 

movement whatsoever; excluding barber poles and clocks. 
 
Sign, Multi -tenant - A free standing sign that identifies two or more establishments within a place of business. 
 
Sign, Neon - A sign made of shaped glass tubing, illuminated by electrically charged neon or similar inert gases. 
 
Sign, Off-site Promotional Model Ground - A promotional model ground sign limited to advertising either a 

bed and breakfast establishment or the sale of agricultural goods on a Residence District lot that is 
remotely located from the lot on which the sign is to be placed, as permitted in Section 7.3.D.1.f. 

 
Sign, Off-Premises (Billboards) - A sign owned or operated by any person, firm or corporation engaged in the 

business of outdoor advertising for compensation for the use of such signs, or any sign advertising a 
commodity or activity not sold, produced or conducted on the lot. 

 
Sign, Open - A flag or window sign indicating that an establishment is open for business. 
 
Sign, Political ς A temporary sign announcing or supporting political candidate or issues in connection with any 

national state, or local election. 
 
Sign, Promotional Model Ground - ! ƎǊƻǳƴŘ ǎƛƎƴ ǳǎŜŘ ǘƻ ƛŘŜƴǘƛŦȅ ŀ ōǳǎƛƴŜǎǎΩ ƪŜȅ products, often seasonal or 

sale-related. Posts are anchored for public safety, but signage is changeable, as permitted in Section 
7.3.D.1.f. 

 
Sign, Public Interest - A temporary ground sign that advertises household sales, civic and philanthropic events. 
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Sign Related Terms Continued 
 
Sign, Push Through ς ! ǎƛƎƴ ǿƛǘƘ άǇǳǎƘ-ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘέ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ ǿƘƛŎƘ ŀǊŜ ǘǊŀƴǎƭǳŎŜƴǘ ŀŎǊȅƭƛŎ ǇƭŀǎǘƛŎ ƭŜǘǘŜǊǎ ƛƴǎŜǊǘŜŘ 

through the opaque face of a light cabinet;  the face of the letters may be opaque or translucent. The fully 
contained light source within the light cabinet causes the translucent letter to glow and illuminates the 
face of the light box. 

 
Sign, Real Estate ς A temporary ground sign offering for sale or lease the property on which it is located or 

advertising a real estate development on the premises. 
 
Sign, Roof ς A sign that is mounted on the roof of a building or that is wholly dependent upon a building for 

support and that project above the eave line of a building with a gambrel, gable, or hip roof. 
 
Sign, Self-Standing ς A sign that is a self-supported structure, erected on the ground and not accessory to any 

building or structure on the lot. 
 
Sign, Sky ς Any sign suspended in the air by means of a balloon or other lighter-than-air device. 
 
Sign, Three Dimensional ς Signs that consist of, or have attached to them, one or more three-dimensional 
objects (i.e. balls, cubes, clusters of objects, sculpture, or statue-like trademarks). 
 
Sign, Vehicle ς Any permanent or temporary sign affixed to, painted on, or placed in or upon any parked vehicle, 

parked trailer, or other parked device capable of being towed, which is obviously and conspicuously parked 
so as to advertise the business to the passing motorist or pedestrian; and the primary purpose of which is to 
provide additional on-lot signage, or is to serve the function of an outdoor advertising sign. 

 
The primary purpose of such vehicle or equipment shall be presumed to be for the display of such signage if 
the vehicle/equipment meets one or more of the following:  

(a) Not in operating condition;  
(b) Not currently registered or licensed to operate on public streets;  
(c) Not actively used in the daily function of the business to which the signs relate;  
(d) Not properly parked in a designated parking space; or,  
(e) Used primarily as a static display for the display of such signage, except as otherwise authorized in 
subparagraph (d) in this section.  

 
Vehicles and equipment engaged in active construction projects and the on-premise storage of equipment 
and vehicles offered to the general public for rent or lease shall not be considered to be vehicle signs 

 
Sign, Wall or Attached ς A sign mounted on the wall of a building. 
 
Sign, Welcome New Business Model Ground ς A temporary ground sign pre-approved by the Zoning 
Commission for a new business to use before permanent signage is erected. 
 
Sign, Window ς A sign painted on, affixed to, or placed within three feet of the interior face of a window or 

door and visible from the exterior. 
 

 
Soil ς Any unconsolidated mineral or organic material of any origin. 
 
Soil Erosion and Sediment Control Plan ς An overall approach that minimizes soil erosion and sedimentation 

resulting from development and includes, but is not limited to, a map and narrative.  
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Special Permit ς A permit that, upon approval by the Commission, allows a property owner to put his property to a 

use under conditions specified in these Regulations. 
 

Story Related Terms 
 
Story ς The portion of a building, which is between the surface of a floor and the surface of the next floor above or, 

in its absence, the ceiling or roof above. A basement shall be counted as a story if the ceiling is more than five 
feet above the finished grade. An area under a roof shall not be considered a story or a half-story if the area 
under the roof (including dormers) Ƙŀǎ ƘŜŀŘǊƻƻƳ ƻŦ ǎŜǾŜƴ ŦŜŜǘ όтΩύ ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ for 25 percent or less of the total 
floor area. 

 
Story, half ς A space under a slopiƴƎ ǊƻƻŦ ǿƘŜǊŜ ǘƘŜ ŀǊŜŀ ǿƛǘƘ ƘŜŀŘǊƻƻƳ ƻŦ ǎŜǾŜƴ ŦŜŜǘ όтΩύ ƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƻŎŎǳǇƛŜǎ 

more than 25 percent but less than 50 percent of the total floor area. 
 

Diagram 2.6 ς Story Diagram 
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Street ς Any way which is an existing town or state highway or any way shown as a proposed public or private 
highway on a recorded subdivision map duly approved by the Planning Commission or Planning and Zoning 
Commission, which subdivision or portion thereof has not expired or otherwise been determined to be void. 

 
Street Line ς The dividing line between the street right of way and the parcel of land. Where such line has not been 

established, it is deemed for the purposes of these Regulations to be a line parallel to and twenty-five feet 
distant from the centerline of the traveled way or paved surface except at cul-de-sacs, turnarounds, and 
intersections where this distance may be increased by the Commission. 

 
Structure ς Anything constructed or erected which requires location on the ground or attachment to something 

having location on the ground. For the Flood Plain District, see the definition in Section 6.3 of these 
Regulations. 

 
Substantial Improvement ς {ŜŜ άCƭƻƻŘ Related Termsέ 
 
 

T 
 

  

 
Tattooing/ Tattoo Parlor ς An establishment whose principal business activity is the practice of one or more of the 

following: placing of designs, letters, figures, symbols, or other marks upon or under the skin of any person, 
using ink or other substances that result in the permanent coloration of the skin by means of the use of 
needles or other instruments designed to contact or puncture the skin. 

 
Terrace ς an embankment with a level or nearly level top. 
 
Terrace, Landscaped ς an embankment with grass, flowers, or shrubbery planted on the level or nearly level top. 
 

Trailer Related Terms  
 
Travel Trailer ς a vehicular, portable structure built on a chassis, designed to be used as a temporary dwelling 
for travel, camping, recreational and vacation uses, and when equipped for the road shall have a body width 
not exceeding eight (8) feet and which shall be eligible to be licensed/registered and insured for highway use. 
 
Pick-up Coach or Pick-up Camper  ς a structure designed primarily to be mounted on a pick-up or truck 
chassis and with sufficient equipment to render it suitable for use as a temporary dwelling for travel, camping, 
recreational and vacation uses only, and which shall be eligible to be licensed/registered and insured for 
highway use. 
 
Motorized Camper/ Recreational Vehicle ς a portable dwelling designed and constructed as an integral part 
of a self-propelled vehicle to be used as a temporary dwelling for travel, camping, recreational and vacation 
uses, and which shall be eligible to be licensed/registered and insured for highway use. 
 
Tent Trailer ς a folding structure, mounted on wheels to be used as a temporary dwelling for travel, camping, 
recreational and vacation uses, and which is eligible to be licensed/registered and insured for highway use. 
 
Utility Trailer ς a box, boat, horse or flat trailer designed to be towed by a non-commercial vehicle. 

 
Commercial Trailer ς is of a larger and heavier type trailer and shall include mobile office trailers, and trailers 
used as part of a business operation. 
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Trellis ς a frame of latticework used especially for climbing plants 
 
Town ς The Town of Canton, Connecticut. 
 
Unified Development Plan ς Two or more contiguous parcels developed, operated and maintained as a single 

development.  
 
 

U 
 

  

 
Use ς The purpose or activity for which land or buildings are designed, arranged, intended, occupied and/or 

maintained.  
 
 

V 
 

  

 
Veterinary Hospital ς {ŜŜ άtŜǘ κ !ƴƛƳŀƭ CŀŎƛƭƛǘƛŜǎέ  
 
 

W 
 

  

 
Watercourse ς As defined in CGS Section 22a-38, as amended. 
 
Wetland ς As defined in CGS Section 22a-38, as amended. 
 
WPCA ς Town of Canton Water Pollution Control Authority. 
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Y 
 

  

 
Yard ς An area on the same property with a building which lies between said building and the nearest lot line (i.e. ς 

the area defined from the structure outward). !ƭǎƻ ǎŜŜ ά¸ŀǊŘ {ŜǘōŀŎƪέΦ 
 

Yard, Front ς The area extending across the full width of a lot from the principal building or any covered porch, 
garage or addition which extends from the principal building to the front lot line. 

 
Yard, Rear ς The area extending across the full width of a parcel from the principal building or any covered porch, 

garage or addition which extends from the principal building to the lot line most opposite the front lot line. . 
 
Yard, Side ς The area from the principal building or any covered porch, garage or addition which extends from 

the principal building to a side lot line and located between the front yard and the rear yard. 
 

Diagram 2.7 ς ά¸ŀǊŘέ Location Diagram 
 

 
 
Yard, Minimum Setback ς The minimum distance required to be provided between a lot line and a building as 

measured from the appropriate lot line.   (i.e. ς an area defined from the property line inward). Also see 
ά¸ŀǊŘέ. (see Table 2.2 for  exceptions to the minimum yard setback.) 
 
Yard Setback, Corner Lots ς ! άŎƻǊƴŜǊ ƭƻǘέ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ н ŦǊƻƴǘ ȅŀǊŘ setbacks and 2 side yard setbacks. 
 
Yard Setback, Pie Shaped Lots ς ! άǇƛŜ ǎƘŀǇŜŘ ƭƻǘέ ǎƘŀƭƭ ƘŀǾŜ м ŦǊƻƴǘ ȅŀǊŘ setback and 2 side yard setbacks. 
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Diagram 2.8 ς άYard {ŜǘōŀŎƪέ [ƻŎŀǘƛƻƴ Diagram 
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Diagram 2.9 ς Multi -lot Yard Setback Configuration, Illustrated 
 

 
































































































































































































































































































































































































